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We would love to  
connect with you!  

 
Connect with us on 

Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 

In some of our homes, the Christmas tree is up and decorated, and the presents are 
bought and wrapped! In other homes, not so much. There is one thing the season inspires: 
GIVING!  

We imagine God’s love revealed when Jesus called disciples to follow him. We imagine 
God’s love revealed when our region nurtures persons for ministry, preparing them for 
ordination and commissioning.  

We imagine God’s love revealed when Jesus drew his disciples into retreat. We imagine 
God’s love revealed when our region gathers children, youth, and adults in summer camps.  

We imagine God’s love revealed when the Apostle Paul cared for congregations and 
helped them find their leaders. And we imagine God’s love revealed when our region 
provides care for our pastors, encouragement to lay leaders, and support in transitions.  

We imagine God’s love revealed when the early church found ways to break down 
racial, political, and economic barriers to form true community. We imagine God’s love 
revealed when our region assists pastors and congregations to honestly confront racism in 
our own time. 

 We imagine God’s love revealed when a young couple in Bethlehem, overwhelmed by 
God’s love, gave birth to one in whom they could see God’s face. We imagine God’s love 
revealed when we see the face of God in our neighbor, the stranger, and the refugee.  

You have a special opportunity to give to your Kansas region this Christmas in the 2021 
Annual Christmas Offering. Since 100% of this offering stays in the region, you can directly 
support ministries such as clergy nurture, education and support, Anti-Racism/Pro-
Reconciliation, New Church, Disciples Women and Disciples Men, Camps and Conference, 
and many other programs that seek to connect and equip, together.  

We invite you to share your gift to the Christmas offering supporting the ministries of our 
region as we continue our witness to God’s love in our midst. We invite you to share your gift 
through the Christmas offering Dec. 12 and 19 supporting the ministries of our region as we 
continue our witness to God’s love in our midst. 

Promotional materials including our 2021 Christmas video message are available for 
download at www.kansasdisciples.org. 

 

Merry Christmas! 

Imagine God’s Love Revealed 
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Thoughts from your regional Minister 

By Ken Marston, Regional Minister 

Along time ago, in a little town in a faraway land,  
came a master woodworker with wife to be in hand. 

 
They came because of the king’s decree  

and one of God’s great mysteries came to be. 
 

Her name was Mary, 
and her pregnancy was scary. 

 
Joseph was his name  

and he lived without blame. 
 

When baby Jesus was born,  
he was adored by those scorned. 

 
He is the reason for this season after all   

for he lifts us up from the great fall. 
 

Love and mercy he grew up to offer,  
to the faithful and the scoffer. 

 
We call him Prince of Peace  

for he desires that strife cease. 
 

If we his teachings heed,  
then peace will come indeed. 

 
So, hear this prayer my friends   

as this year’s poem ends, 
 

May we seek to love others   
as sisters and brothers. 

 
Let us stop pointing judging fingers,  

 so anger and hate no longer lingers! 
 
May you all have a merry and peace-filled Christmas as well as a Happy New Year! 

For many years when December rolls around,  
I find myself desiring to write a poem of sorts for the 
monthly column I write for the Central/High Plains 
District Messenger. I am not sure why; it just feels like 
the thing to do.  This year, with or without your 
indulgence I share my poetic thoughts with the  
whole region. 
 

A Christmas Poem 

Attention!  
2021 Year-end Gift Givers 

  

Remember, the regional office will be closed Dec. 24-Jan. 3, so please submit your 
2021 Annual Fund and other Kansas Plan year-end giving to the Topeka regional 
office by: 

Monday, December 20 

Make checks payable to the Christian Church in Kansas, give online at 
www.kansasdisciples.org/give or use the ENGAGE giving portal at  
https://engage.suran.com/cck/s/login. 

Have you 
signed up for 

CCK text 
alerts? 

 
 

Text KSMESSENGER to  
316-465-5352  

to sign-up for the  
regional text alerts system.  Standard 

SMS and data charges apply. 

WOC Leader Speaks on 
Climate Change 

Rev Vy Nguyen Executive Director of 
Week of Compassion was privileged to 
be among a group of global leaders that 
gathered for the 2021 UN Climate 
Change Conference. Read about his 
account of the event and how climate 
change impacts the work of Week of 
Compassion. 
 
From Rev. Vy Nguyen,  
Week of Compassion Executive Director: 
 

All of Creation is hurting. Our 
climate is inarguably shifting. And 
people of faith are among those calling 
for urgent action. 

A few weeks ago, I was privileged to 
be among a group of global leaders that 
gathered for the 2021 UN Climate 
Change Conference. The 2020 gathering 
was cancelled due to COVID-19, and the 
two years since the last conference 
have brought one devastating disaster 
after another, each made more 
complicated by the pandemic. 

Political and faith leaders alike are 
at a critical point of engagement to 
protect the earth and build stronger 
communities. The pandemic has pushed 
many of us to think deeply about our 
spiritual journeys. We are searching for 
meaning and reflecting on how we live 
together as a global community. 

 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Do you have a 
family Reunion, 

Party, or gathering 
in 2021 0r 2022? 

 

The Disciples Center at 
Tawakoni is here to help!   

 
Tawakoni rents out cabins and meeting 

spaces for a variety of events and 
meetings.  It’s your year round camp, 

conference, retreat and event 
headquarters! 

 

Contact us at www.tawakoni.org, call 316-
775-1222 or email 

reservations@kansasdisciples.org to learn 
more. 

 
 

Fees and deposits vary depending of size and 
nature of each event.  

For more information, go to www.tawakoni.org, 
email reservations@kanasdisciples.org  

or call 316-775-1222. 

News From The Pews 

Have News to Share?  
Submit your article and pictures to Kansas Messenger 

We are glad to receive your news articles and photographs for publication. Submit your items online at 
www.kansasdisciples.org/km-submisstions.  

Please remember, we reserve the right to edit all materials for relevance, clarity, and space. Article submission deadline 
for the January issue is: 

Monday, December 20 

Tawakoni thanks all the volunteers and donors who have supported its ministries 
and programs.  It’s not too late if you still want to contribute to any of Tawakoni’s 
wish list projects.   

The top two projects are the Jones Lodge build project and the Tawakoni Front 
Security Gate system.  We have raised $206,439 out of the estimated $400,000 
needed to begin construction on the Jones Lodge.  It is set to feature six hotel style 
suits surrounding a central common room area with kitchen. 

After expenses, the 2021 Tawakoni Gala raised $17,080 of the estimated $35,000 
for the new Front Security Gate System.  The system is set to feature black 6-foot 
wrought iron fencing with a 20-foot electronic gate with a keypad intercom system. 

Other wish list items include AC unit replacement, camp tractor replacement, and 
more. Submit your year-end gift by Monday, December 20.  Make checks payable to 
the Christian Church in Kansas with the name of the project in the memo line. Save 
a stamp and give online at www.tawakoni.org, or use the ENGAGE giving portal at 
https://engage.suran.com/cck/s/login. 

Camp News 

Names have great power. 
Some hold special meanings, 
and some come with 
expectations. In a lifetime, 
we may give new meaning to 
our name or take a new 
name. We discover who we 
are and how God equips us 
to care for others. 

The 2022 camp schedule 
and registration information 

Camp Season Schedule—Coming Soon 

will be available starting in February.  The Tawakoni Program 
Committee is working on a staff training day next spring.  See 
more details in future publications. 

2022 Youth  
Spring Retreat 

March 4-6 
All Youth (Grades 6-12) 
Stay tuned for more details 

Tawakoni Project Wish List 
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News From Your region 

Once again, our regional 
church has a marvelous 
opportunity: 50, count ’em, 
50, training slots in the 
leadership training programs 
in Wichita, offered by Kansas 
Leadership Center (KLC).  

region Receives 50 Leadership Training 
Opportunities 

Are you a church pastor struggling to keep up with the 
changes in technology and need for effective 
communication?  Do you work in the office and need some 
effective communication strategies?  Are you a ministry 
leader wanting to make an impact in your community and 
church? 

Join us for the Art of Church Communication Workshop 
Seminar in April 2022.  Taught by CCK Communications 
Specialist, Jessica Marston, it will combine in-person, live 
streaming, and online “at your own pace” learning styles to 
provide church leadership – pastors, office staff, and 
members – with tools and strategies to improve their 
church’s overall communication ministry. 

Each week will include discussion boards, a video 
presentation, interactive Q&A sessions, real-world church 
applications, and more. This seminar is for anyone (not just 
church office staff). If you’re interested in church 
communication ministry, regardless of current skill level, you 
are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Registration will open in January.  For more details 
including the seminar schedule go to:  
www.kansasdisciples.org/2022-aocc.  

Start Off the new year right! 
Enroll in the 2022 Art of Church Communications Seminar 

These are for people who want to make progress on 
something important – that is, to grow their leadership skills, 
to aid their congregations and the Christian Church in Kansas in 
addressing the adaptive challenges we face.  

This training is intended to help you lead your 
congregation more effectively, more powerfully, to change 
lives and turn systems in healthy directions. 

More information will be forthcoming in upcoming 
newsletters, and on the regional Facebook page to register for 
the KLC training programs. 

Diane Williams, 2022 Spirit Fest Coordinator, has been 
busy working on our KDW Spring event.   

“Micah for You”, written by Stephen Um, will serve as our 
Bible study. Copies of the book will be available for purchase 
at Spirit Fest. Amazon currently has the Kindle version of the 
book available for purchase.   

Mark Your Calendar: 2022 KDW Spirit Fest 

Rev. Angéle Saunders Johnson, 
Executive Director of Disciples Women, 
will provide the keynote address by 
recorded message at FCC Salina on April 
2 and FCC Emporia on April 9.  Angéle will 
join us in person at the April 30 event at 
Riverside CC in Wichita.  

Registration will open in January. The $20 registration fee 
covers the meal and materials.  New this year will be the 
opportunity to join the worship session via Zoom for a 
registration fee of $8. Those who register for the Zoom 
option will receive the handout materials separately. 

Our theme, “What does God require of me?” will provide 
us an opportunity to study, fellowship and worship together. 
Come join us! 

Pastors, save the date for this year’s clergy retreat.  
Dr. William Willimon will be our resident Theologian. It 
happens April 26-28 at the Disciples Center at Tawakoni. The 
retreat begins with dinner at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, April 26 and 
will end before noon on April 28.  

The cost is $70 for two nights lodging at the camp and four 
meals.  If you will not be staying at the camp the cost is $50. 
Registration opens the first week of January. 

Rest, Relax, and Renew Clergy Retreat 
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The Disciples Peace Fellowship (DPF) intern program  
will soon begin accepting applications for the 2022 interns!  
If you will be 21 by June 21, 2022, you can apply online 
through Jan. 31.  

Peace Interns are young adults who provide educational and program support 
at church camps and other church-related assemblies and events about peace and 
justice issues, serving as counselors and resource people, and modeling the lifestyle 
of peacemakers for youth and adults alike. 

After training, the interns travel mostly independently to host events all over 
the country and spend approximately one week immersed in new and temporary 
communities. Watch for details at www.disciplespeace.org/what-is-a-peace-intern.  

News From The General Church 

The Association of Disciples Musicians (ADM) 
Council and Planning Team are working diligently 
to prepare for the association’s annual conference. 
The 2022 conference, at the University of Tulsa 
campus, will be July 17, 2022, and the theme is, 
“Holy Spirit You Are Welcome Here.” 

ADM Conference Set for July 2022 

The conference will kick off the first evening with a Western cookout and some 
line dancing. It will close with a reception introducing the clinicians and option 
leaders and giving other details about the week.  

Conference workshops will include:  

Registration is open for the 2022 
Remind & Renew clergy retreat at Philips 
Theological Seminary Jan. 25-27. This 
year’s theme is “The Art of Ritual: 
Cultivating Practices for Community.” 

Both in-person and online options are 
planned with recorded and live 
presentations.  

 

2022 speaker line-up includes: 
• Marcia McFee 
• Victoria Loorz 
• Chelsea Yarborough 
• Sarah de la Fuente 
• Dan Paul 
 

Cost is $95 for in-person registration; 
$65 for online registration, and $35 for 
current students.  Register online at 
www.ptstulsa.edu/news-events. 

Registration Open for 
PTS’s Remind & Renew 

Minister’s Retreat 

Become a Summer Disciples Peace Intern 

• David Cherwien Hymn Festival 
• Handbell Techniques 
• Beginning Keyboard Improv 
• Handbell Reading Sessions 
• Worship Seminars 
• Choral Conducting 

• Organ Improv 
• Building Labyrinths 
• Worship Design 
• Creative Worship Experiences 
• Choir Music Reading Sessions 
• Organ Master Class 

The purpose of ADM is to increase the effectiveness of church musicians, clergy, 
and laity as they engage in the mission of the church, especially the music and 
worship ministries of the local congregation. It evaluates and improves the standard 
of music and its use within the total life of the church and promotes fellowship of 
Disciples musicians through the exchange of ideas.  

Hopefully you can now begin your planning and budgeting to attend next 
summer’s conference and once again be with the ADM Family. If you have 
questions, please contact Brad at bradb1007@gmail.com, Katrina Cochran at 
katrina.cochran@gmail.com, or Anne Marie Moyars at amoyars@dhm.disciples.org. 

Yes! It’s back! The annual Spiritual Retreat 
will be March 10-12, 2022.   

This retreat will be held in a new place, at 
our own Disciples Center at Tawakoni, due to 
on going Covid concerns within the community 
of retired nuns who live at the Mid-America 
Center for Spirituality in Great Bend. 

Dr. Paul Koch, Co-Regional Minister for the 
Christian Church in Mid-America will be this 
year’s retreat facilitator.  

Cost will the usual $135.  Registration will 
open in January. 

Annual Regional Spiritual Retreat Returns 
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“Covenant Conversation: A Small Group Curriculum for 
Disciples” provides a journey through interactive conversation 
towards faithfully living into covenant as the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). Five guided sessions will take participants into 
a deeper reflection of what it truly means to live in covenantal 
relationship with each other, with the church, and with God. 

This curriculum contains five sessions, each with carefully 
articulated learning goals. Each session starts out with a short 
video, followed by questions for consideration and discussion. The 
materials are versatile enough to be used in a variety of settings, 
both virtual or in-person, in small groups or large gatherings. 

Learn more and download this free resource at https://
disciples.org/our-identity/covenant-conversation/ 

Covenant Conversation  
Study Sessions Available  

News From The General Church 

Winter is upon us.  Protect your facilities against 
damaging ice, snow, and freezing temperatures by 
following these simple tips: 

1. Have your heating system inspected and 
serviced by a licensed contractor 
experienced with your kind of system. 

Is Your Church Winter-Ready? 

2. Know the location of your building’s main  
water shut off valve. 

3. Wrap water pipes exposed to freezing 
temperatures with pipe insulation and  
cover exterior facets or pumps. 

4. Examine your roof system for cracking, cupping 
or pealing. 

5. Install soffit vents to improve attic ventilation. 

For more winterization tips visit www.disciplescef.org, email 
info@disciplescef.org or call the Disciples Church Extension Fund at 
800-274-1883. 

NEW BLACK DISCIPLES ENDOWMENT 
FUND ESTABLISHED  

THE REV. DR. TIMOTHY JAMES AND  
MRS. JOYCE JAMES FUND 

 
The Rev. Dr. Timothy and Joyce James fund was 

recently established as a named fund within the Black 
Disciples Endowment Fund. The James named fund is 
established in recognition of Timothy and Joyce’s 
sustained witness as servant leaders and committed 
advocates for Black Disciples and courageous 
partnerships across the whole church, and in 
celebration of the 104-year legacy of the National 
Christian Missionary Convention and the National 
Convocation.  

A third-generation Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) minister, Timothy served as Associate General 
Minister and the Administrative Secretary for the 
National Convocation for 17 years and retired in Dec. 
2020. Timothy James is the brother of retired Kansas 
pastor Titus James. 

The Black Disciples Endowment Fund is comprised 
of numerous named funds and legacy donations 
honoring individuals and ancestors throughout the life 
of the church including the Timothy and Joyce James 
named fund.  

Contributions to the fund can be made online at 
www.christianchurchfoundation.org or sent directly to 
the Christian Church Foundation. Contact Rev. Yvonne 
T. Gilmore, nationalconvocation@disciples.org,  
to inquire further or to learn more. 

Starting Jan. 1, 2022, Phillips University Legacy Foundation 
will accept new applications for its Undergraduate Scholarship 
and Leadership Development Program for the 2022-2023 
academic year. 

This program makes annual awards of up to $8,500 per 
year to full-time undergraduate students pursuing a liberal  
arts education at any of 17 Disciples colleges or universities.  

Recipients are chosen based on their academic 
achievements, their present and potential leadership in the 
church, their communities, and their chosen vocation. The 
program is available to incoming freshmen as well as college 

sophomores, juniors, and seniors. Recipients are required to 
complete a Volunteer Leadership Project and attend a Legacy 
Scholars Leadership Development Conference for training 
annually. 

The application will be available online until March 16, 
2022. For more information, please contact Tamela Harsha, 
Scholarship Administrator, at 580-237-4433 or email 
scholarships@pulf.org.  

Phillips University Legacy Scholarship and Leadership Program 
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Sign up for  
KDW Newsbytes 

 
 

The Kansas Disciples Women 
NEWSBYTES is a monthly newsletter 
published near the first week of each 
month.  

It has news about KDW events 
and plans, as well as items about 
Regional Assemblies and other 
regional events that might be of 
interest to the women of Kansas.  

Be informed about upcoming 
events and DW happenings. Sign up 
for the KDW Newsbytes email 
newsletter. Contact KDW 
Coordinator, Carla Pearson, at 
carla.pearson58@gmail.com to add 
your name to the list. 

Retired clergy, Bennie Yount, Raymore, Mo., died Nov 8. Among other positions in 

Nebraska, Oklahoma, Mid-America and Greater Kansas City regions, he served 

Shelton Memorial CC, Ulysses. 

In Memorium 

In Transition 

Marysville First CC, has called Rob Scofield as their pastor. 

The Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), through Week of Compassion, 
is working to alleviate suffering around 
the world. It is becoming more and 
more apparent that a growing climate 
crisis causes significant suffering for 
God’s children. That is why, along with 
our ecumenical and interfaith partners, 
we are committed to supporting 
climate resilience programs. Where 

some of the world’s most vulnerable 
communities already struggle to 
survive under the burdens of a shifting 
environment, our combined efforts 
help provide hope and stability. 

While the agreements made at 
COP26 among global leaders signal 
progress and are cautiously optimistic, 
there is still much work to be done. 
The church continues to play a major 

role in speaking for and walking with 
our global communities who 
experience disasters on a daily basis. 
We are reminded, again and again, 
that the work of Creation is renewing 
and life-giving, and the church 
community is at work in the world. 

Week of Compassion Leader Speaks on Climate Change (Cont.) 

TCU Minister’s Week Registration Open 
 

The 2022 Minister Week is a clergy conference co-sponsored by Brite Divinity 
School, Texas Christian University and University Christian Church scheduled for 
Feb. 7-9.  

With an 80-year history, this event brings together clergy, alumni, seminarians, 
and people from the community for fellowship, learning, and worship 

In addition to the worship service and plenary sessions the conference includes 
breakout workshops, the Brite Luncheon, a Retired Ministers Dinner, an organ 
recital and hymn sing, and a Brite alumni gathering.  
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