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The 2021 Thanksgiving Offering benefits 
the Colleges, Universities, Seminaries, and 
Divinity Houses affiliated with the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). Higher 
education has been an important focus for 
Disciples since the very beginning of the 
movement. Throughout our history, 
Disciples have founded institutions of higher 
learning to educate students and form 
leaders to make a difference in the world.  

Your gift to the Thanksgiving Offering helps support the education of thousands of 
students at our 15 colleges and universities as well as our seven seminaries and divinity 
houses. Many of the campuses are comprised of state-of-the-art facilities, offer diverse 
degree programs, include dynamic student life activities, offer exciting athletics programs, 
and much more.  

The Thanksgiving offering supports everything from scholarships to religious life offices, 
to faculty growth and development. By giving to the Thanksgiving Offering, you are helping 
our institutions invest in students as they prepare themselves to become leaders. 

The special offering also provides 
scholarship and support for our 
theological education institutions. Each of 
our seminaries and divinity houses is 
committed to educating and forming 
Christian leaders for church and society. 
Generations of pastors, community 
leaders, and agents of social 
transformation have been educated at our 
theological institutions. These institutions 
continue to prepare leaders for the 

Supporting Disciples Universities, Colleges, and Seminaries 
Thanksgiving Special Day Offering 

Nov. 14 & Nov. 21 

present age and the age to come. 
As we continue to struggle with effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, our higher education 

institutions are facing unprecedented challenges and they need our support now, more than 
ever. Even as they work diligently to ensure safe and healthy learning environments, the 
financial realities faced by many of our schools add additional stress to students, faculty, and 
staff. 

Support for Disciples Mission Fund and gifts to the Thanksgiving Offering are a critical 
part of the ongoing collaborative work of church and higher education that is such a 
foundational part of the heritage of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

Please give generously to this offering. You gift makes a difference in the lives of our 
students, and it makes a difference in the world. 
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Thoughts from your Regional Minister 

By Larry Ross, Interim Co-Regional Minister 

marvelous diversity! 
I capitalized INTERIM 

earlier intentionally, for 
interim ministers have 
special roles. I hope to not 
only ‘stand in the gap’ with 
regional staff and programs, 
but also to see the region 
with fresh eyes and provide 
fresh perspective and 

Please allow me to introduce myself. I am your new 
INTERIM Co-Regional Minister, serving from the Topeka office, 
and eager to be of help. I was raised in Michigan, called to 
ministry at Culver-Stockton College, served churches in Illinois, 
Texas, Missouri, and Michigan, and retired at the end of 2019 
after 16 years as Area Minister for the North Texas Area of the 
Southwest Region. 

I am also a husband (of Judy), the father of three (a son 
and two daughters) and the grandfather of seven, all of whom 
live within an hour of my home in Garland, Texas. The 
youngest, at age four, is especially precious as a COVID 
survivor, and they are all such unique personalities. I am a 
bowler, a golfer, a gamer, and somewhat of a handyman. I am 
a believer in the Church and in the basic goodness of people. I 
came to Christ at a Nicky Cruz youth crusade and discovered 
the Disciples at college, and I marvel at the strength of our 

suggestions. A wise soul once charged me to never forget that 
the front-line Christians are in the pews, and that we ministers 
exist to serve and help, as well as lead. As this region continues 
to search for a settled regional Minister, I will do my best to 
care for churches and ministers alike! 

A Letter from your Regional Minister Search Team 

“Hello, Kansas, Nice To Meet You” 

Dear friends of the Christian Church (DOC) in Kansas, 
 

In accordance with the Constitution and By-Laws of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Kansas, the following 
people have been selected and confirmed by the Regional 
Board in August 2021, to come together to lead the process of 
calling a Regional Minister: 

• Stephanie Switzky — Chair 
• Ruby Brower — Moderator Elect 
• Greg Barlow 
• Danny Ginn 
• Rodney Hopper 
• Avalene James 
• Parker Kottman 
• Joshua Leu 
• Diane Watkins 

 

An orientation was held for our committee on Sept. 18, 
with our Regional Minister Search Partner, Nadine Burton, 
Executive Regional Minister of the Great River Region of the 
Christian Church (DOC). 

The integrity of this process requires the participation of 
the members of the church gathered through the Kansas 
Region. As we begin to organize this work, the first task is to 
develop a profile of our Region that will enable prospective 
candidates to have a better understanding of who we are and 
what our hopes and dreams are for the work of the church 
through our Region. 

Your voice is very 
important. There will be two 
Zoom listening sessions for 
prayer and conversation. 
Members of the Regional 
Minister Search Committee 
will be present to lead the 
prayers and listen to your 
hopes and dreams for the 
Region. The recorded Zoom 
calls will be at least 30 

minutes, so join when you can. 
 

The Zoom Meeting link for both sessions is posted  
on our website, www.kansasdisciples.org: 

Sunday, Nov. 21 at 2 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 22 at 4 p.m. 

 

For those who cannot attend, please fill out a short survey. 
A link to the three-question survey can be found on our 
website.  As we engage in this process, we will update you 
with information concerning this process and journey. We 
covet your prayers as we move forward in a way that will 
honor and glorify God. 
 
Sincerely, 
Stephanie Switkzy, Search Committee Chairperson  

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://www.instagram.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.twitter.com/ksdisciples/
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News From The Pews 

Have News to Share?  
Submit your article and pictures to 

Kansas Messenger 

We are glad to receive your news articles and 
photographs for publication. Submit your items online at 
www.kansasdisciples.org.  

Please remember, we reserve the right to edit all 
materials for relevance, clarity, and space. Article 
submission deadline for the December issue is: 

Monday, November 15 

Have you signed up for 
CCK text alerts? 

 
Text KSMESSENGER to 474747  

to sign-up for the  
regional text alerts system. 

Applications 
Currently Sought 

for CCK’s Executive 
Secretary Position 

After 25 years of service, Susan White, CCK Regional 
Corporate Secretary and Executive Administrative Assistant, 
has submitted her letter of intent to retire. Her retirement 
becomes effective Dec. 31.  

A search is underway for her successor and applications 
are sought for this full-time regional ministry position.  Our 
hope is to have the position filled by the end of the year. 

Interested parties should contact the Topeka Regional 
Office at cck@kansasdisciples.org or call 785-266-2914 for 
more information on how to apply. 

Trinity United Christian Church, Cheney, partnered with Points 
On The Wheel to deliver Christmas Boxes to youth in parts of 
Appalachia.  

The boxes had personal care items shampoo, body spray, hair 
care, and other needs like earbuds and a gift card. Items were 
collected and assembled by church members and the community, 
including the kids decorating the boxes for a festive spirit.  

Points On The Wheel is a non-profit that helps connect ministries 
and congregations around the country. Olive Branch Ministries based 
out of Corbin, Ky, has a strong relationship with youth in the area 
and was looking for partners to help with boxes for Christmas. This is 
a partnership that will continue to grow and share God's grace in the 
holiday season!  

Evlon Gindlesberger, 92, mother of Rev. Kelly Gindlesberger 

died Oct. 26, 2021. Evlon was a member of Shelton Memorial 

Christian Church in Ulysses, where Kelly was pastor through 

2020.  

In Memorium 

In Transition 

Claude Shue concludes his ministry as Fredonia, First CC pastor 
at the end of September. 
 
Garden City, First CC Acting Minister, Shawn Fletcher is called 
as the congregation’s pastor. 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://www.instagram.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.twitter.com/ksdisciples/
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Camp News 

Names have great power. Some hold special meanings, and 
some come with expectations. In a lifetime, we may give new 
meaning to our name or take a new name. We discover who we 
are and how God equips us to care for others. 

In 2022, we'll look at how the people of the Bible confronted 
expectations, confounded others’ assumptions, and forged new 
identities. Campers are invited to use the sacred ground of camp 
to reflect on who they are as an individual and how they are 
connected to others. As we explore, we are reminded that God 
knows us beyond any name we might be called and invites us 
into relationship. 

2022 Camp Season Preview 

Campers will be assured that Christ’s grace meets us when we make mistakes, and his love 
greets us when we open our hearts. As we grow, learn, and discover our true self, we define 
our own name and find our place as a child of God. 

The 2022 camp schedule and registration information will be available starting in February.  
See more details in future publications. 

2022 Youth  
Spring Retreat 

March 4-6 
All Youth (grades 6-12) 
Stay tuned for more details 

Tawakoni Gala Auction raises More than $17,500 for New security Gate 

Thank you to all who donated time, 
auction items, and/or purchased items at 
the virtual and in-person 2021 Tawakoni 
Gala Auctions.  We had 27 participants in 
the virtual auction and about 75 
participated in the in-person auction.  A 
special thank you goes to: 

• The 2021 Gala Planning Team 
• The anonymous donation to cover 

the meal expense 
• Martin Peck and his kitchen crew for 

the meal 
• Rhonda Glenn, pastor at Lewis CC for 

the punch and The New Day 
Woman’s Group from Great Bend 
FCC for the snacks. 

• Our auctioneer/MC, Arthur Stewart 
• Our regional staff for all their 

support 
• All the volunteers who give their 

time throughout the year 

Each year the Camp Steering 
Committee has a wish list of items that 
would enhance the beauty and or the 
function of our camp and conference 
center. This year, we raised more than 
$17,500 towards a new front security 
gate system. 

We have a beautiful facility and 
grounds that need to be cared for and 
secured. We have staff that work and 
live on the grounds and they are 
frequently there alone. Additionally, 
summer time brings hundreds of 
children from a wide range of family 
backgrounds to our facility. We need to 
keep them safe!  

We continue to invest in our 
facilities and the overall ministry of the 
Disciples Center at Camp Tawakoni.  

This is another important step in our 
process of taking these Holy grounds and 
using them to bring glory and honor to 
God. Without your financial support we 
would not be able to offer the type of 
camp and conference center we have 
today.   

If you would still like to make a 
donation to any of our capital 
improvement projects, please visit the 
"Donate Here" tab at 
www.tawakoni.org.  Keep in mind all 
regional offices are closed Christmas Eve 
through New Years Day.  The Last day to 
get your 2021 tax deductible gifts in is 
Monday, December 20. 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://www.instagram.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.twitter.com/ksdisciples/
http://www.tawakoni.org
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News From Your Region 

Once again, our regional church has a 
marvelous opportunity: 50, count ‘em, 50, 
training slots in the leadership training 
programs in Wichita, offered by Kansas 
Leadership Center (KLC).  

These are for people who want to 
make progress on something important – 
that is, to grow their leadership skills, to 
aid their congregations and the Christian 
Church in Kansas in addressing the 
adaptive challenges we face.  

This training is intended to help you 
lead your congregation more effectively, 
more powerfully, to change lives and turn 
systems in healthy directions. 

Region Receives 50 Leadership Training Opportunities 

Start 2022 off right.  Develop effective church 
communication strategies and goals and become a better 
steward of your church’s communication resources at the 
2022 Art of Church Communication Seminar next April. 

This seminar by CCK Communications Specialist, Jessica 
Marston, will be taught in a hybrid learning model combining 
in-person, live streaming, and online “at your own pace” 
learning styles.  This interactive seminar will provide church 
leadership – pastors, office staff, and members – with tools 
and strategies to improve their church’s overall 
communication ministry. 

Each week will include discussion boards, a video 
presentation, interactive Q&A sessions, real-world church 
applications, and more. This seminar is for anyone (not just 
church office staff). If you’re interested in church 
communication ministry, regardless of current skill level, you 
are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Make plans to attend the 2022 Art of Church Communication Workshop Seminar 
Four topics, seven weeks, invaluable resources 

The 2022 topics are: 
• QR Codes, Hashtags, and Texting: Learn what QR codes, 

hashtags, and text alerts are and how combining them with 
current print communication strategies can help you bridge 
the generational gap. 
 

• Your Church Story in Photographs: What is your church’s 
story?  Learn how to take, edit, select, and publish pictures 
that tell the story of your church ministry.  
 

• Let’s Get Social: In Part 1, explore a few of these networks, 
the pros and cons to each of them, and how to choose the 
right one for you. In Part 2, ensure you are meeting your 
goals and to plan future content by answering questions  
like: who am I reaching, when are they most active, and  
what types of content are they engaging with? 
 

• The Community Connection: Church doesn’t just happen 
within the walls of a church building. Learn how to set  
SMART goals and connect with your community in a variety 
of formats.  
 
Registration will open in January.  For more details including 

the seminar schedule go to:  www.kansasdisciples.org/2022-aocc.  

The team from within our region  
who will help to recruit individuals 
through the training programs are:  

 

• Rev. David Dubovich,  
Park Place CC, Hutchinson 

• Rev. Laurie Lewis,  
First CC, Parsons 

• Rev. Luis Mendez,  
North Heights CC, Wichita 

• Danielle Euler,  
First CC, Leavenworth 

• Rev. Guillermo Reyes,  
Iglesia Cristiana Discipulos de 
Cristo, Garden City   

• Rev. Titus James (Ret.) 
 

 

More information will be forthcoming 
in upcoming newsletters, and on the 
regional Facebook page to register for the 
KLC training programs. 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://www.instagram.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.twitter.com/ksdisciples/
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News From Your Region 

The dates and locations of the 2022 Spirit Fest have been 
set. Our thanks to the following host churches. 

• April 2 at Belmont Boulevard Christian Church, Salina 
• April 9 at First Christian Church, Emporia 
• April 30 at Riverside Christian Church, Wichita 

Mark Your Calendar: 2022 KDW Spirit Fest 

The 2021 Kansas Disciples Women (KDW) retreat is now history. Our time together 
at Camp Tawakoni was filled with laughter, love, and fellowship. Beth Rupe brought us 
wonderful, inspiring keynote messages. Workshops included current topics as well as 
crafting opportunities and we learned how several of our Disciples Women serve in 
their communities. 

Congratulations to Fran Gast and Karen Harvester who had the lucky retreat books 
that earned them a fully paid registration to the 2022 retreat! The organizing team did 
a phenomenal job of putting this event together and hopefully they enjoyed a few days 
of well-deserved rest. 

Jeanette Hammond, 2022 Retreat Coordinator, along with her team, are already 
busy planning for next year’s retreat. The theme, “Let’s Bee Church and Make a 
Difference” will be fun and encourage all of us to be the church we say we are. Watch 
for more details on the 2022 retreat in upcoming NewsBytes and on the KDW 
Facebook page. 

Fall KDW Retreats Wrap-UP 

We are excited to welcome Rev. 
Angéle Saunders Johnson, Executive 
Director of Disciples Women, as the 
keynote speaker.  

Angéle began her work as executive 
director in August 2021. Most recently, 
she served as the Minister of Discipleship 
and Outreach for Mississippi Boulevard 
Christian Church in Memphis, Tenn.  

Her prior experience includes faith-based community 
organizing, executive pastoral leadership, and serving as 
Director of Christian Education for New Covenant Christian 
Church in Nashville, Tenn. Angéle brings excitement and a 
passion for the work of Disciples Women.  

We are excited to welcome her to the Kansas Region and 
hope that many of you will plan to attend Spirit Fest in 2022. 
The theme of the 2022 event is “What Does God Require of 
Me?” based on Micah 6:8. Spirit Fest will be an event you 
won’t want to miss.  

Registration will open in January.  Be sure to read the 
December NewsBytes and Kansas Messenger for more 
information. 

The Kansas Disciples Men voted to fill vacated 
mid-term cabinet positions at their October 
meeting.  Officers serve a term of two years starting 
at our Regional Assembly event held in even 
numbered years.   

They help to plan regional Disciples Men 
programs such as the Odyssey Retreat and Disciples 
Men Fall Retreat 

 
 
 
 

Current Disciples Men officers are: 
• Ken Schuette, Wichita —President 
• Kelly Jayne, Kingman — Vice President 
• EJ Shepherd, Great Bend — Secretary/Treasurer 
• John Sowers, Leavenworth — Pastor-Advisor  
• Floyd Pearson, Galva — Mission Coordinator 
• Lanny Norstrom, Galva — Past President 
• Luis A. Mendez, Wichita — DM Coordinator 
• Ken Marston, Great Bend — Regional Minister 

Disciples Men Elects new Slate of Officers 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://www.instagram.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.twitter.com/ksdisciples/


www.kansasdisciples.org Vol. 125, Ed. 11: November 2021 

Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 

Page 7 

Become a Summer Disciples Peace Intern 
The Disciples Peace Fellowship (DPF) intern 

program will soon begin accepting applications for the 
2022 interns! If you will be 21 by June 21, 2022, you 
can apply online starting Nov. 15 through Jan. 31.  

For more than forty years, DPF’s Peace Intern 
program has provided a vital witness for peace within 
church camps and other youth events of the Christian 
Church (DOC). Peace Interns are young adults who 

provide educational and program support at church camps and other church-related 
assemblies and events about peace and justice issues, serving as counselors and 
resource people, and modeling the lifestyle of peacemakers for youth and adults 
alike. 

After training, the interns travel mostly independently to host events all over 
the country and spend approximately one week immersed in new and temporary 
communities. Watch for details at www.disciplespeace.org/what-is-a-peace-intern.  

News From The General Church 

Looking for an easy, yet very meaningful 
hands-on mission project for your children, 
youth or family to do during this pandemic 
time of all-too-much time at home or in 
“virtual reality”? 

Disciples Home Missions is promoting this 
project, which is simple, but very meaningful 
because it will provide some 5,000 asylum 
seekers (many of whom are children) in 
detainment at Eloy Detention Center in Eloy, 

Christmas Card Mission Project 

Ariz. with the only Christmas present they are going to receive. 
The asylum-seeking process, while legal, at this time is sadly backed up and 

families must often wait for months to learn if they will be released into the care of 
family already living in America or be deported back to the countries they fled, 
fearing the loss of their life and limb. 

This project is undertaken in partnership with the Florence Immigrant and 
Refugee Rights Project which provides free legal and social services for adults and 
children in immigration. FIRRP hopes that every detainee will receive a greeting. 
Thanks to Disciples youth groups and congregants last year they were able to collect 
almost 900 cards for detained asylum seekers. 

Go to www.discipleshomemissions.org/missions-advocacy/disciples-justice-for
-children/projects/christmas-card-project/ to get the details for construction and 
mailing.  

This project is the direct application of the maxim “it’s the thought that counts” 
because in addition to a holiday greeting and lots of cheerful images you are asked 
to include the message (in Spanish): “Do not be discouraged. You are not 
forgotten!” or “No se desanime. No esta olvidado!” 

Before you begin, please note, that the flat, unsealed cards and envelopes must 
be sent to Arizona based card gatherer, Karen Kohl, before the middle of November. 

Registration is open for the 2022 
Remind & Renew clergy retreat at Philips 
Theological Seminary Jan. 25-27. This 
year’s theme is “The Art of Ritual: 
Cultivating Practices for Community.” 

Registration is open. Both in-person and 
online options are planned with recorded 
and live presentations using a conference 
platform called Whova.  

 

2022 speaker line-up includes: 
• Marcia McFee, PhD, professor, worship 

designer, author, preacher and ritual artist 
Worship Design Studio. 

• Victoria Loorz, MDiv, co-founder of 
several organizations focused on the 
integration of nature and spirituality including 
the ecumenical Wild Church Network. 

• Chelsea Yarborough, PhD, a professor 
and minister known for exploring liturgy in the 
context of black theology and preaching 
outside the pulpit. 

• Sarah de la Fuente, MDiv, an Austin-
based ceremony officiant, owner of Central 
Ceremonies, and Parish Associate at Central 
Presbyterian Church. 

• Dan Paul, MDiv, director of the Blue 
Theology Mission Station 

 

Cost is $95 for in-person registration; 
$65 for online registration, and $35 for 
current students.  Register online at 
www.ptstulsa.edu/news-events/remind-
renew.  

Registration Open for 
PTS’s Remind & Renew 

Minister’s Retreat 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://www.instagram.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.twitter.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.disciplespeace.org/what-is-a-peace-intern
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