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Ross Called as Interim Co-Regional Minister 
The CCK Board approved Rev. Dr. Larry Ross in a 

special zoom call Tuesday, Sept. 21, and unanimously 
agreed to his call as our Interim Co-Regional Minister.  

Larry retired in 2019, after 16 years as Area Minister 
of the North Texas Area of the Christian Church (DOC) in 
the Southwest where he worked with as many as 75 
churches and (over time) hundreds of ministers. During 
his service there, the area helped start more than a 
dozen new churches, and raised significant monies for 
the Disciples Crossing Camp, where he served on the 
board.  

Larry mentored and participated in the ordination of 
dozens of ministers, helped design and implement a 
regionwide Commissioned Minister Training Program, 

and developed several other innovative programs such as the Area Leader and Learner Event. 
Larry also served on the Board of Fowler Christian Communities and the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in the Southwest. For full bio go to www.kansasdisciples.org. 

Larry will be available to start his work "in person" with the Regional Board meeting at 
Tawakoni, Saturday, Oct. 30. He and current Regional Minister and Interim Regional President 
Ken Marston will work in partnership while the search team looks for our next regional 
minister. 

The last couple of years have certainly changed 
many plans, and our usual youth convention was no 
exception. The KCYF Cabinet has a plan for our youth 
to get together this Fall AND do a project to get ready 
for next summer! 

High School and Middle School students are invited 
for a work day on Saturday, Nov. 13, at Tawakoni with 
a focus on cleaning up our lakefront area. We’ll clean 
out some areas around the shore to give us a nicer 

Rev. Dr. Larry Ross (right) pictured 
with his wife Judy. 

Come out to the KCYF Fall Workday at Camp Tawakoni 

area to gather while using our canoes. Expect to clean out dead trees and brush while keeping a 
beautiful shaded area near the lake. This will also allow more wind to the area and give us 
cleaner water in our cove! 

We’ll gather at 10 a.m. with lunch provided at noon, and clean up around 4 p.m., and have a 
light dinner before leaving at 5 p.m. We’ll have some tools, but please bring gloves, long pants, 
and closed toe shoes. Adult sponsors are needed for each congregation coming, and they are 
invited to bring any extra tools, chainsaws, or trucks to help haul the brush.  

For High Schoolers, we’re having a special overnight retreat starting at 7 p.m. Friday night. 
Fun games, campfire, and devotions are planned by the KCYF cabinet. We’re limited to the first 
60 people for COVID spacing in the cabins, so register early!  

Cost is $15 for Saturday or $40 for Friday and Saturday. Register at www.kansasdisciples.org 
by Monday, Nov. 1. For any questions, contact Travis Smith McKee at travistucc@gmail.com or 
816-548-9911. 

mailto:lross@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:cck@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:treasurer@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:kmarston@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:chp@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:communication@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:scd@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:campmanager@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:discipleswomen@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:disciplesmen@kansasdisciples.org
mailto:travistucc@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://www.instagram.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.twitter.com/ksdisciples/


www.kansasdisciples.org Vol. 125, Ed. 10: October 2021 

Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 

Page 2 

Thoughts from your Regional Minister 

By Ken Marston, Regional Minister 

I have been thinking a lot 
about leadership lately – 
especially as it relates to church 
life and the proclamation of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

For many people, leadership is 
equated with a position of 
authority. It is something that 
only someone in a position of 
authority can do. In fact, one of 

the reasons people seek out positions of authority is to 
exercise leadership and be in a position where they can 
influence the direction of an organization.  

For others, the motivation to seek a position of authority is 
a desire to feel significant. They mistakenly believe that if they 
can “lord it over others”, they will be seen as significant. And 

CCK’s Corporate Secretary  
announces retirement 

yet, if we are honest with ourselves, we know that not 
everyone who is in a position of authority exercises leadership. 
When this happens, we judge it to be a failure of leadership. 

Mark 10:42-44 gives us a different picture of leadership. In 
this passage the disciples were arguing over who was to be the 
greatest in the kingdom of God. Jesus calls them together and 
says such arguments over power and authority are how 
gentiles, that is unbelievers, behave. Seeking to dominate 
others is contrary to God’s will, says Jesus.  

Instead, Jesus teaches us that to be great, we must humble 
ourselves and serve others. Servant leadership is one of the 
key characteristics of a follower of Christ and a mark of a 
minister of the Word. 

“Leadership in Church Life” 

After 25 years of service, Susan White, CCK Regional 
Corporate Secretary and Executive Administrative Assistant, 
has submitted her letter of intent to retire. Susan began 
working for the Christian Church in Kansas in Sept. 1996.  

Since her hiring by former Regional Minister Ralph 
Smith, she has been an invaluable part of the regional staff. 
Her support and counsel to subsequent Regional Ministers 
has been a blessing to the whole region.  

Her retirement becomes effective Dec. 31. A search is 
underway for her successor. 

Sign up for  
KDW Newsbytes 

 
 

The Kansas Disciples Women 
NEWSBYTES is a monthly newsletter 
published near the first week of each 
month.  

It has news about KDW events 
and plans, as well as items about 
Regional Assemblies, Disciples Men’s 
events, and other regional events 
that might be of interest to the 
women of Kansas.  

Be informed about upcoming 
events and DW happenings. Sign up 
for the KDW Newsbytes email 
newsletter. Contact KDW 
Coordinator, Carla Pearson, at 
carla.pearson58@gmail.com to add 
your name to the list. 

 

Have you signed up for 
CCK text alerts? 

 
Text KSMESSENGER to 474747  

to sign-up for the  
regional text alerts system. 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
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Did you Know? 
 

The Disciples Center at Tawakoni is 
more than a church camp.  
It’s your year round camp, 

conference, retreat and event 
headquarters! 

 

We are now booking 2022  
events and groups. 

 
 

Fees vary depending of size and nature of each event. For more 
information, go to www.tawakoni.org, email 

reservations@kanasdisciples.org or call 316-775-1222. 

Camp News 

The fall camp work days are Nov. 
4 and 5 just before the Tawakoni Gala 
fundraiser event. The primary goals 
are to (1) winterize five buildings, (2) 
get the grounds mowed and trimmed 
for the Gala, (3) get the electrical 
done at the new canteen, and (4) fix 
the parking lot lights. 

Fall Camp Workdays 

News From The Pews 

We will work Thursday, Nov. 4, from 10 a.m. to evening 
and Nov. 5 from after breakfast until 3 p.m. We will provide 
meals Thursday, lunch and dinner, and Friday breakfast and 
lunch. For those that stay for the Gala, we will go out to 
dinner on Friday evening, and we will have a light breakfast 
on Saturday morning. 

In addition to your bedding, please bring electrical, 
plumbing tools, and gardening tools or hedge trimmers. Help 
us be good stewards of our time and resources by contacting 
any of the regional offices by Friday, Oct. 29 to indicate which 
project you plan to help with and when you plan to help. 

Topeka Regional Office: 785-266-2914 
Great Bend Regional Office: 620-792-6490 
Tawakoni Regional Office: 316-775-1236 

This is the church in action: A member of Riverside 
CC, Wichita was facing a high monthly cost for her 
rented wheelchair ramp at her home. The Riverside 
Men's Group made plans and announced their 
intention; committees and groups at Riverside split the 
cost; and on a perfect Tuesday, six men and two clergy 
tackled the building and installation of a permanent 
ramp for this member, coming in under budget and only 
slightly sore thereafter. 

Riverside Men's Group Inclined  
to Build a Ramp Have News to Share?  

Submit your article and pictures to 
Kansas Messenger 

We are glad to receive your news articles and 
photographs for publication. Submit your items online at 
www.kansasdisciples.org.  

 

Please remember, we reserve the right to edit all 
materials for relevance, clarity, and space. Article 
submission deadline for the November issue is: 

 

Monday, October 25 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://www.instagram.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.twitter.com/ksdisciples/
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News From Your Region 

Diane Williams, First Christian Church Salina, has graciously 
agreed to serve as the coordinator for Spirit Fest 2022. Our 
thanks to Wichita Riverside Christian Church, Salina Belmont 
Blvd. Christian Church and Emporia First Christian Church who 
will be hosting Spirit Fest next spring.  

Keep an eye out for information regarding the keynote 
speaker as well as workshops to be offered at Spirit Fest. Mark 
your calendar to attend one of the events scheduled for 
Saturdays, April 2, 9, and 30, in 2022. Registration will open in 
January 2022.  

Save the Dates: 
2022 KDW Spirit Fest 

Final Boundaries Training For 2021 
Will Be In October 

October 19, in Great Bend, is the last opportunity for clergy 
who need relational boundaries training to maintain their 
standing. Clergy are required to have some sort of boundaries 
training at least once every 3 years.  

While not required, congregational leaders and clergy 
spouses are also encouraged to attend. Register at 
www.kansasdisciples.org or through your ENGAGE account. 

Trinity United Christian Church (TUCC) is a dually 
affiliated congregation – United Church of Christ and 
Disciples of Christ – and they celebrated their thirtieth 
anniversary on Sept. 19. Their mission is to, “Connect People 
with Jesus Christ through Worship, Fellowship, and Service.” 

TUCC is involved in both local and global missions. They 
work with Santa Emilia, which is a village in upcountry 
Nicaragua, to improve the quality of life there. In 
partnership with the Nicaraguan government, the village, 
and TUCC, a water system now provides clean water to 180 
of the 203 houses in Santa Emilia.  

Trinity United also has an active ministry with the 
Tennyson Center, which is a home for abused children. Each 
year several youth and adults spend a week in Colorado 
working with these kids. Acting as a role model for these 
hurting children is pivotal in their development. 

Trinity United Christian Church, Cheney Celebrates 30 years of Ministry 

Tawakoni Gala Auction Items sought 

To support the auction, the Gala Planning Team is seeking 
auction donations such as gift cards or gift certificates, 
individually wrapped and sealed baked goods, handcrafted 
items, sports team memorabilia and/or tickets, and themed 
gift baskets or prize packs.  

These items will be divided between the virtual auction on 
Friday, Nov. 5, and the in-person silent and live auctions on 
Saturday, Nov. 6. Virtual auction winners also have the 
option to pick-up and pay for their auction winnings at the in-
person auctions on Saturday. 

A list of suggested donations and donation ideas can be 
found on our website www.kansasdisciples.org. All 
donations along with donation forms, available for download 
on our website, are due at a drop-off location by 4 p.m. on 
Friday, Oct. 22.  

 

Drop auction items off at:  
• Topeka Regional Office,  

2914 SW MacVicar Ave, Topeka  
• Central/High Plains Office,  

5230 Broadway Ave, Great Bend  
• Lewis Christian Church,  

320 Main St, Lewis  
• Disciples Center at Tawakoni/South Central Satellite Office,  

8492 SW Tawakoni Rd, Augusta  
 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://www.instagram.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.twitter.com/ksdisciples/
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Blue Theology Mission 

The Blue Theology Mission Station 
located at the southern tip of the 
Monterey Bay and its two new 
outposts -- Harbor Christian Church in 
Newport Beach, Calif., located on the 
Southern California coast and First 
Christian Church of Texas City, Texas, 
located on Galveston Bay are 
currently accepting applications for 

the summer of 2022.  
The Blue Theology Mission Station partners with local educational organizations 

focused on marine biology and offers a program that encourages faith formation 
through reflection and creativity. Hands on projects include beach clean ups, sand 
dune restoration, and scientific data collection. Groups are challenged to explore 
ways to promote ocean stewardship in their home communities.  

Prayerfully consider doing a different kind of mission trip next summer by signing 
up for a learning/serving experience in Blue Theology: A Christian Response to Ocean 
Stewardship. 

Visit www.bluetheology.com to download an application. Blue Theology Mission 
Statement is an affiliate of the Division of Homeland Ministries of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). 

News From The General Church 

A Coastal Mission Trip Opportunity 

Join NBA’s Mental Health & 
Wellness Director Joselyn Spence, and 
NBA’s Interim XPLOR/Young Adult 
Leadership Coordinator Rev. Rae Karim 
as they talk through grief strategies for 
clergy.  

During this webinar, we will explore 
the foundations of grief: what we 
grieve, how we grieve, and the ways we 
can grieve well. We will also explore 
best practices for grief support. 

 
Grieving Well:  

Addressing Grief and Depression  
for Clergy and Ministers 

Wednesday, Oct. 20 
12-noon CT / 11 a.m. MT 

 
Register for this free event online at 

www.nbacares.org/events. 

“Grieving Well”  
Clergy Webinar 

Join Church World Service for the 
2021 National CROP Hunger Walk on 
World Food Day, Saturday, Oct. 16, and 
end hunger in the U.S. and around the 
world. Walk on your treadmill, in your 
neighborhood, in a park with friends – 
you choose the location and the 
experience.  

Walk one day - 3.7 miles (the 
average distance a woman walks for 
water) or take the Weekend Challenge 
and walk 11.1 miles (3.7 miles for three 
days). Every step you take, every dollar 
you raise makes the walk shorter for 

National CROP Hunger Walk Scheduled for October 

neighbors in need by providing clean water, emergency food as well as livelihoods 
and access to education.  

Sign-up and start raising funds at www.crophungerwalk.org/usa or contact 
info@cwsglobal.org for more info. 

Save the date for the 2022 Remind 
& Renew clergy retreat at Philips 
Theological Seminary Jan. 25-27. This 
year’s theme is “The Art of Ritual: 
Cultivating Practices for Community.” 

Registration will be open soon. As 
of now, Remind & Renew will be both  
in-person and online with recorded and 
live presentations using a conference 
platform called Whova. This service also 
allows attendees to set up meetings in 
their own small groups in-person or 
online.  

Learn more in next month’s 
Kansas Messenger or online at 
www.ptstulsa.edu/news-events/
remind-renew/ 

Save the Date for PTS’s 
Remind & Renew 

Minister’s Retreat 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://www.instagram.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.twitter.com/ksdisciples/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bluetheology.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3yUaZwZpFgQQehVLTL6_L0eAp5prZjT84sVcaepMIRFbAJaRN3N6DITaU&h=AT2ceXK7w_g0DNBmSDSuQs0eanYDrNxIECwLqOEZgm__9OesrxjGCD-TpGuZ4M1SOHNZp4L9nkFXReWh_V2dL3Wyn6uDEpFIDAmTrK6QERKXxdE27aFu
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Rollin Hole, retired clergy, died Sept. 26 in Wichita at 84. Rollin pastored at 
Newton FCC from 1983-96. After serving churches in Oklahoma, Indiana, and Kansas 
City, he and wife, Martha moved back to Kansas in 2009. 

 
Robert A. Brown, retired minister, died Oct. 6 in Topeka at 84. He was ordained 

in Missouri in 1965. Bob served congregations in Nebraska, Missouri and in Kansas 
at Oakland CC Topeka, FCC Utica, and FCC Marysville. 

In Memorium 

In Transition 

Tripp Edwards, Galva CC pastor since 2002, retired at the end of September. 

Have you remembered 
the church in your 

will?  
 

Your gift can benefit the church for 
years to come. For information about 
bequests, contact the Christian Church 
Foundation at 1-800-668-8016, by email 
at kgould@ccf.disciples.org or on the web 
at www.christianchurchfoundation.org.  

Tawakoni Gala Auction Items Sneak Peek. 
Virtual Auction-Nov. 5 In-Person Auctions-Nov. 6 

Register at www.kansasdisciples.org or through ENGAGE. 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
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