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Join us For Disciples Center Gala Online/In-Person Auction 
Tawakoni, your regional camp and 

conference center, invites more than 
regional campers and staff to “be still … 
and know God” each summer. 
Additionally, the year-round facilities host 
a variety of groups for overnight and day 
events including church camp, retreats, 
weddings, family reunions and more.  

To support these programs and the 
facilities needed to accommodate them, 
Tawakoni hosts an annual gala and 
auction fundraiser. Proceeds support 

capital improvements and raise money for camp scholarships. This year’s capital improvement 
project focus is a new camp security gate and monitors. The 2021 fundraising goal is $25,000. 
Registration is now open and auction donations are being accepted for the 2021 Tawakoni 
Gala and Auction. Register online at www.kansasdisciples.org/gala or through your ENGAGE 
account. 

This year, we are offering three auction options! Due to the success of last year’s online 
auction, we will have a set of items available exclusively for virtually bidding on Friday, Nov. 5, 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Then, we’re planning to offer a completely different set of items for an 
in-person silent auction and live auction along with a meal at the camp from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Saturday, Nov. 6. 

The menu is fresh baked bread, salad, green beans in cream sauce, maple sweet potatoes, 
quinoa, and your choice of pork tenderloin with rosemary honey-mustard sauce, beef 
tenderloin with sauteed mushrooms and red wine sauce, or roast turkey breast with gravy. 

Since you choose how you want to participate — in-person, virtually, or both – bidding 
procedures differ. Virtual participants will receive an email with bidder ID, a temporary 
password, and instructions one week prior to the event. In-person participants will need to 
check-in at the registration table to receive a bid number.  

Virtual bidder tickets are $5 each; individual in-person meal and auction tickets are $45 
each; or purchase a table for eight for $300.  

In addition, If game time 
schedules match up, watch 
the KSU Wildcats and KU 
Jayhawks and enjoy tailgate 
snacks with a Football Watch 
Party (tickets $15 each). 

Auction items are 
currently being sought.  Read 
more about how you can 
donate on page 7. 
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Thoughts from your Regional Minister 

By Ken Marston, Regional Minister 

Do you hear what I hear?  
Do you sense what I sense?  

Do you feel what I feel?  
 

There is something new 
happening in our region. There is 
a stirring that has been building 
for several years. 

It began when Paxton Jones 
retired. We suspended our 

regional by-laws to begin dreaming of new ways of being the 
regional church. This fresh wind of the Spirit was fed by the 
revisioning committee and the people who took leadership 
training through the Kansas Leadership Center in 2018-19. 

As Renee Bridwell retired and more recently Steve Martin, 
we have re-conceived the work of our Regional Ministers and 
full-time staff. The result is our on-line presence, and our ability 
to support local congregation pastors and secretaries has 
improved.  

We have hired part-time contract staff who have taken on 
the work of our Regional Treasurer (Barb Koelling), Regional 
Men’s Coordinator (Luis A. Mendez), Communications Director 
(Steve Hart), Coordinator for Disciples Youth Ministries 

Revealing God’s Justice: 2021 Reconciliation Special Day Offering 

(Travis Smith McKee) and turned our Camp Caretaker’s role 
over to Camp Manager (Sid Rutland).  

In addition, we have Laurie Lewis, Ruby Brower, Kelly 
Gindlesberger, and me representing Kansas in a Tri-Regional 
Partnership Initiative with the Nebraska and Greater Kansas 
City Regions exploring how to better support and nurture our 
congregations. The region is exploring calling a Regional 
Minister of New Church Ministries, and recently transitioned 
our bookkeeping work to Treasury Services out of 
Indianapolis. 

These are a few of the new visions and dreams that are 
bursting forth among us. As we focus on one of the goals from 
our revisioning team – building our Regional Programing 
around the resource of the Disciples Center at Tawakoni – 
what dreams do we see God leading us towards? How can we 
expand camp use beyond a summer camping program and a 
few retreats? Could we partner with Foster Parenting 
programs to bring hope to children throughout Kansas? What 
about pre-marital counseling, and marriage enrichment 
retreats? What about partnering with schools and universities 
to address climate change and the environment? What hopes, 
dreams, or visions is God laying on your hearts? I would love 
to talk with you about them. 

“Change Is In The Air” 

The Reconciliation Ministry Special Offering will be 
received in congregations this year on September 26 and 
October 3. The theme is “Revealing God’s Justice: The Time is 
Always Ripe to Do What is Right.” Now, in the aftermath of the 
death of George Floyd, violence against Asian and Pacific 
Islanders, and the deadly inequities of the Coronavirus 
pandemic, is the time for the Church to strengthen its 
commitment to actively seek God’s justice. 

 

Reconciliation Ministry is the church wide mission fund 
which supports programs and program partners that enable full 
human flourishing for everyone in every community. Your gifts 
to the Reconciliation Ministry allow communities and 
congregations to ensure the human dignity of every child, to 
ensure all have access to Christ’s abundance, to fully flourish in 
education, and financial stability, and friendships across God’s 
human diversity.  

Funds from the Reconciliation Special Day Offering provide 
grants for pro-reconciliation/anti-racism programs. The 
Reconciliation Offering is divided, with one half staying in our 
region and one half used by General Reconciliation Ministry. 

Regional reconciliation ministries seeking grants are: 
• Kansas Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation Team 
• Pine Valley CC Birthday Backpack Program, Wichita 
• Rawlins County Circles Community 

 
Thank you for your generosity in support of these efforts.  

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://www.instagram.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.twitter.com/ksdisciples/
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Kanas Bible Chair Grant Application Deadline is approaching 

Blogger Thom Rainer 
in his August 2, post, 
Church Answers, 
provides some 
interesting thoughts on 
his survey about post-
COVID church. They 
were seeking insight on 
the question,  

12-Things Churches Changed and are Keeping Post-COVID 

“What is something your church changed DURING  
the pandemic that you will keep AFTER the pandemic?” 

 

Though they had many more changes articulated than 
twelve, these same twelve were common and repeated. They 
are listed in order of frequency of response. Surprisingly, the 
first three were related to giving. 
 

1. Digital giving. Clearly, this response was number one. 
Churches either moved to digital giving for the first time, or 
they emphasized digital giving more than ever.  

2. No passing of the offering plates. For obvious hygienic 
reasons, many churches stopped passing the offering plates 
during worship services as churches began to regather.  

3. Offering boxes. The offering box became the alternative for 
giving when the church met in person. The box was typically 
placed in one or more visible locations as people entered and 
exited the services.  

4. The final demise of the meet and greet. This practice was 
declining prior to the pandemic. With a few exceptions, it looks 
like it’s going away permanently. No more handshakes and 
hugs during the worship services. 

5. Streaming of worship services. While a few churches 
decided not to resume either live streaming or recorded 
streaming of services, most have decided to keep it. The 
number of views has declined since its pandemic peak. Still, 
the churches as a whole see its ongoing value. 

6. The final demise of Sunday evening services. This practice 
had declined significantly before the pandemic. With a few 
exceptions, the Sunday evening service begun in the agrarian 
era has disappeared completely. 

7. Less cluttered calendars. Many churches found that they 
were more effective with fewer meetings, ministries, and 
programs. A number of leaders have expressed surprise that 
they are doing more with less. The cluttered church calendar 
has become a simple calendar. 

8. Digital prayer gatherings. One of the most positive 
developments of the church during the pandemic was digital 
prayer gatherings. A number of church leaders told us that 
they had more people participate than ever before.  

9. Digital Bible studies and discipleship. Although groups 
such as community groups, life groups, or Sunday school 
classes have largely resumed in-person meetings, many 
churches still have online groups going. These groups are 
typically short-term studies designed for deeper discipleship. 

10. Greater involvement in social media. Many churches 
discovered great ways to communicate via social media. In 
fact, some congregations had no social media presence 
before the pandemic. For many churches, their social media 
engagement is greater than ever. 

11. More intentional hygienic efforts. When churches began 
to regather, they offered a number of hand sanitizer stations 
and took many other hygienic measures. This change will 
likely be a permanent reality for many congregations. 

12. Personnel for media and digital presence. While many of 
these part-time, volunteer, or full-time staff were hired to set 
up and maintain streaming services, churches are seeing the 
value of these positions well beyond streaming services.  

 
Source: With nearly 40 years of ministry experience, Thom Rainer has spent a lifetime 
committed to the growth and health of local churches across North America. More from 
Thom 

The deadline to apply for the Kansas 
Bible Chair (KBC) Fall grant is fast 
approaching. 

The KBC offers significant funds to 
provide quality education and spiritual 
formation for Kansas Disciples. Many 
regional events are subsidized by KBC 
funds, allowing Kansas Disciples to take 
part at a much lower cost than would 
otherwise be possible.  

Grant requests are reviewed by the 
grant committee and recommended to 
the Regional Executive Committee for 
consideration.  

The submission deadline is 
September 30. Grant guidelines and the 
application link are available at 
www.kansasdisciples.org/grants. 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://www.instagram.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.twitter.com/ksdisciples/
https://churchanswers.com/blog/author/thomrainer/
https://churchanswers.com/blog/author/thomrainer/
http://www.kansasdisciples.org/grants
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Did you Know? 
 

The Disciples Center at Tawakoni is more than a church camp.  
It’s your year round camp, conference, retreat and event headquarters! 

 

We are now booking 2022 events and groups. 
 

Fees vary depending of size and nature of each event. For more information, go to www.tawakoni.org, email 
reservations@kanasdisciples.org or call 316-775-1222. 

Camp News 

Bring your bedding, bring your tools, and 
come out to help winterize the camp for the 
upcoming season on Thursday, Nov. 4, and 
Friday, Nov. 5.  These are the two days before 
our annual Gala and Auction (see stories on 
page 1 and page 7). 

Work will begin about 10 a.m. on Thursday 
and end with lunch on Friday. Lunch and dinner 
on Thursday and breakfast and lunch on Friday 
as well as overnight lodging is provided. 

Projects planned are winterizing buildings, 
electrical work on the Canteen Pavilion, 

mowing/landscaping, and more. 
If you are unable to attend, financial gifts to 

the camp are always appreciated.  Give online 
at www.kansasdisciples.org/give, through 
ENGAGE, or text TAWAKONI <dollar amount> 
to 785-278-0678.  

To participate, contact one of the regional 
offices by Friday, Oct 15. Because there is no 
cost for work sessions, we ask you to help us be 
good stewards of food by letting us know of 
your intent to attend. 

Fall Camp Workdays 

News From Your Region 

Final Boundaries Training For 2021 Will Be In October 
October 19, in Great Bend, is the last 

opportunity for clergy who need relational 
boundaries training to maintain their standing. 
Clergy, remember, you are required to have 
some sort of boundaries training at least once 
every 3 years.  

While not required, congregational leaders 
and clergy spouses are also encouraged to 

attend. This year’s theme touches on how you 
can play a role in the life of your pastor to help 
keep them healthy and functioning well for 
the sake of the church and his or her family 
life. Register at www.kansasdisciples.org or 
through your ENGAGE account to register 
today! 

Come out to Camp Tawakoni for our Fall work day -- a fun get 
together and work day to get our camp lake front ready for this next 
summer. Register for Saturday, Nov. 13, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., with lunch, 
meal, and snacks provided. Open to youth in grades 6-12. 

High school students are invited for a retreat at 7 p.m. Friday 
evening, Nov. 12, for an evening planned by the KCYF Cabinet. Only 
60 overnight spots are available! 

Register early for Saturday ($15), or for Friday and Saturday ($40). 
Signup by Tuesday, Nov. 2 at www.kansasdisciples.org or through 
your ENGAGE account. 

Join Us For Youth Fall Mission Retreat at Tawakoni 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://www.instagram.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.twitter.com/ksdisciples/
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Have you signed up for 
CCK text alerts? 

 
Text KSMESSENGER to 474747  

to sign-up for the  
regional text alerts system. 

Have News to Share?  
Submit your article an pictures to 

Kansas Messenger 

We are glad to receive your news articles and 
photographs for publication. Submit your items online at 
www.kansasdisciples.org.  

Please remember, we reserve the right to edit all 
materials for relevance, clarity, and space. Article 
submission deadline for the October issue is: 

Monday, September 20 

News From Your Region 

Finishing touches are 
almost complete for the 2021 
Kansas Disciples Women Fall 
Retreat. Join us for midweek 
retreat, Oct. 6-8, or weekend 
retreat, Oct. 8-10, at Tawakoni.  

The retreats begin with 
registration at 4 p.m. followed 
by evening worship beginning 
at 6:45 p.m. Enjoy self-guided 
and self-discovery workshops 

Register for 2021 
Disciples Women 

Fall Retreats 

and activities throughout the second day of retreat. The 
retreat ends prior to noon on the last day with closing worship.  

The early bird discount for KDW Women’s Retreat has 
been extended through Thursday, Sept 30. Register for full 
retreat, midweek or weekend, for $85. After Sept. 30 the cost 
is $100 We are excited to be in person (with safety protocols in 
place) as we share, learn and enjoy the beauty of Disciples 
Center. 

Rev. Dr. Beth Rupe will bring us words to follow the theme 
“Who Needs a Bridge?” Come and take part as we worship and 
fellowship together. 

Register online at www.kansasdisciples.org or through 
your Engage account. Order your 2021 KDW Fall Retreat T-
shirt when you register and pick up your shirt at the retreat. 
Cost is $15 each. Net proceeds go to Women in Kenya 
Ministries. 

 

We can’t wait to be together  
in worship, fellowship and prayer! 

Please register today for this year’s Anti-racism training. 
It will begin at 4 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 30 and conclude 
around 11 a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 2. The Rev. David Bell and 
Rev. Chesla Nickelson will be our trainers for this experience. 
The cost is $35 for two nights of lodging and five meals (two 
breakfasts, two meals, one lunch, and the cost of the 
training). If you are not staying overnight at the camp, the 
cost is $25. Register now at www.kansasdisciples.org. 

During the training, we will be exploring the history of 
racism in our country and in our church. We will also wrestle 
with the systemic dimensions of racism and with how we can 
address this sin as followers of Jesus Christ. 

Pastors, remember, you need to have this training on a 
regular basis to maintain your status of being in “Good 
Standing” with the region. If it has been more than 3 years 
since you have participated in Pro-reconciling/Anti-racism 
training, then it is time for you to participate in this training. 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://www.instagram.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.twitter.com/ksdisciples/
http://www.kansasdisciples.org
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News From Your Region 

Stephanie Switzky 
Committee Chair 
 

For all but five 
years of her life, 
Stephanie Switzky 
has been a member 
of FCC Topeka. 
After graduating 
from TCU in 2002, 
she served as the 
Director of 
Christian Education 

Meet the Regional Minister Search team 

at FCC Manhattan where she was a 
member for five years. 

Stephanie has served her local 
congregation as an elder and as a 
member of the board. 

Her love for the Christian Church in 
Kansas started as a camper and 
member of the KCYF cabinet. She has 
counseled or directed at least one 
camp, all but one summer ever since 
and has been active on the Outdoor 
Ministries Team for many years. From 
2018-2020, she served on the regional 
board and chaired the planning of DCE 
2019. 

Stephanie teaches 11th grade 
English at Royal Valley High School. She 
and her husband, Drew, enjoy spoiling 
their three dogs and four nieces. They 
love Colorado, traveling, and playing 
couple’s golf. 

Ruby Brower 
Moderator Elect 
 

A native Kansan, 
Ruby Brower grew 
up in Benton, a 
Wichita suburb, 
moved to Manhattan 
to attend Kansas 
State University, and 
never left. As a 
medical laboratory 
scientist, Ruby 

served as the director of a hospital 
laboratory and eventually worked in the 
regulatory aspects of the laboratory, 
traveling the state inspecting laboratories.  

Her husband, Garry, was a professor 
and faculty advisor to the rodeo team at 
Fort Hays State University for many years. 
Her family also includes two sons, Doug 
and Justin along two beautiful 
granddaughters.  

A life-long Disciple, Ruby has served  
FCC Manhattan, as a deacon, elder, and 
coordinating council chair. She is 
completing her first year as the regional 
Moderator-Elect.  

Although retired from full-time 
employment, she continue to work part-

Greg Barlow 
 

Greg Barlow 
serves as an usher, 
deacon, and teacher-
by-request at Hillside 
CC in Wichita.  He 
has managed a 
butcher shop for the 
last 16 years after 
getting his BA in 
Music from Wichita 
State.   

He would like to invite to prayer 
anyone who might read this.   

 

Dear Lord,  
Let your Spirit guide this committee 

so that you may be glorified through 
our work together.  Every day we try to 
come to a better understanding of what 
it means to follow Christ, and we know 
that you will lead this committee along 
that same path.  Thank you for bringing 
us all together in this opportunity to 
serve you.  In your son Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 

time as a private laboratory consultant. 
In her free time, she volunteers through 
her church, 4-H, and professional 
organization. She enjoys attending 
auctions and collecting antique dishes; 
however, she says there isn’t anything 
much better than reading a good book.  

Danny Ginn 
 

Danny Ginn has 
served the Oxford 
Christian Church in 
Oxford, Kansas for 
29 years. He 
studied at Wichita 
State in industrial 
education and a 
few years later 
received his MDiv 
at Phillips Graduate 
Seminary in Enid, Okla. Danny is a 
trained Spiritual Director and spent 
three years in spiritual formation 
training with Dallas Willard and 
Richard Foster in the Renovare 
Institute in Denver, Colo. This is 
Danny’s third Regional Minister Search 
Committee for the Region of Kansas. 

Danny writes the Facebook post 
“Spiritual Formation Daily” on the 
regional Facebook page and has 
served as chair of the regional Spiritual 
Priority Committee for many years.  

Rodney Hopper 
 

Pastor Rodney 
Hopper is currently in 
his third year as the 
Minister of FCC Scott 
City. He served as 
pastor at FCC Rock 
Port, Mo. for 15 
years, and served in 
ministry as Associate 
Pastor at Capilla del 

Sol CC, Park Ave CC and interim pastor for 
10 years in the Arizona region. He was vice-
president and president of the Arizona 
region’s Men’s Ministry, Vice-Moderator 
and Moderator Northwest Area Mid-
America region, Pastor-Counselor for the 
General Council of Disciples Men; Youth 
Camp Counselor Junior and  Chi Rho in the 
Arizona and Mid-America regions; 
Domestic Violence and Superior Court 
Mediator for Pima Co., Ariz..  
Hobbies include officiating international, 
professional, college and youth soccer. 
He’s played bagpipes for the Tucson 
Highlander Pipe Band and Marine Corps 
League. Educationally, Rodney has his BA 
in Chemistry/Material Science and 
Engineering from the University of Arizona 
(Tucson), and MA in Theology from Fuller 
Theological Seminary. Rodney is the 
husband of Elaine, is blessed with daughter 
Symantha and son-in-law Adam, and four 
wonderful grandchildren: Roman, Aviana, 
Brooklyn and Ruby Lynn. 

Danny enjoys fishing, woodworking, 
and building guitars, and he has been 
known to lead the singing at several 
camps and regional events. Danny and 
his wife Dee have two grown daughters 
Shalinn and Mallory. 

Avalene James 
 

Wife of retired 
Kansas pastor Titus 
James, Avalene is a 
retired teacher and  
member of North 
Heights Christian 
Church, Wichita. 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://www.instagram.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.twitter.com/ksdisciples/
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Parker Kottman 
 

Parker Kottman is a 
high school senior at 
Maur Hill-Mount 
Academy, Atchison and 
attends Atchison First 
Christian Church.  

He enjoys 
weightlifting and 
football and plans to 
attend college to 

Meet the Regional Search team (Cont.) 

pursue commercial aviation before 
becoming an airline pilot.  

He has attended church camp since 
he was five-years-old and is currently 
serving on the Kansas Regional Youth 
Cabinet.  

He enjoys spending time with his 
family and friends. He works for a 
landscaping company in the summer 
months, as well as small contracting 
jobs.  

Josh Leu 
 

Rev. Joshua Leu is 
currently serving as 
the Senior Minister 
of FCC Great Bend, a 
position he has had 
for the last seven 
years. Before Great 
Bend, Josh served 
churches as a Youth, 
Associate, and 
Senior minister in 

Oklahoma and Arkansas in his 21 years of 
ministry. 

He has a BA in Psychology from 
Oklahoma State University, and MDiv. 
from Phillips Theological Seminary, and 
currently working on DMin. from Phillips. 

Josh is married to Ashley, and they 
have two beautiful and amazing 
daughters Karys (12) and Khora (5). 

Di Watkins 
 

Diane “Di” 
Watkins lives in 
Parsons where she 
and her husband, 
Mark, attend the 
First Christian 
Church. Diane has 
served as an elder, 
Kansas Regional 
Moderator and 
currently serves on 

the General Board representing the 
Kansas Region. In that role, she serves 
as Chair of the General Nominating 
Committee and on the Governance 
Committee of the General Board.  

Partnering with her daughter, Rev. 
Christian Watkins, she consulted on the 
Caribbean Initiative with Global 
Ministries assisting in designing Bible 
School curriculum materials used in 
Cuba, Haiti, Jamaica, Columbia, and The 
Dominican Republic.  

Diane taught biological sciences at 
Neosho County Community College for 
17 years and served as a district office 
administrator in Chanute for 18 years 
prior to retirement. 

She has earned degrees from 
Pittsburg State University and a 
doctorate from Oklahoma State 
University in curriculum and instruction. 
Currently, Diane is a consultant, 
speaker, and part-time college and 
university instructor.  

She is married to Mark Watkins, 
Labette Community College President, 
and has two daughters, Rev. Christian 
Watkins, Director of Ecumenical 
Christian Ministries at Kansas State, and 
Dr. Blair Watkins, a nurse practitioner. 

 

Pastor Luis A. Mendez Installed  

Luis A. Mendez was officially installed as pastor at 
North Heights Christian Church, Wichita, in an August 29 
installation celebration. Mendez has served as Associate 
Pastor at River of Life Christian Church, Logansport, Ind. 
(where the Rev. Jim Beaumont was Senior Minister), and 
in 2001 moved to Wichita to be the minister at Fairview 
Christian Church (The Dock).  

 

In September 2020 he accepted both the call as Pastor at 
North Heights Christian Church and began as the Kansas 
Disciples Men Coordinator. CCK Regional Minister Ken 
Marston presided over the installation service. 

 

Tawakoni Gala Auction 
Items sought 

To support the auction, the Gala 
Planning Team is seeking auction 
donations such as gift cards or gift 
certificates for goods or services of 
$10 or more, individually wrapped 
and sealed baked goods, handcrafted 
items, sports team memorabilia and/
or tickets, and themed gift baskets or 
prize packs.  

A list of suggested donations and 
donation ideas can be found on our 
website www.kansasdisciples.org. 

All donations along with donation 
forms, available for download on our 
website, are due at a drop-off 
location by 4 p.m. on Friday, Oct 22.  

 

Drop auction items off at:  
• Topeka Regional Office,  

2914 SW MacVicar Ave, Topeka  
• Central/High Plains Office,  

5230 Broadway Ave, Great Bend  
• Lewis Christian Church,  

320 Main St, Lewis  
• Disciples Center at Tawakoni/South 

Central Satellite Office,  
8492 SW Tawakoni Rd, Augusta  

 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://www.instagram.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.twitter.com/ksdisciples/
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From Week of Compassion 

While we do not yet know the 
full impact of Hurricane Ida, we do 
know that damage is widespread; 
and that more than a million people 
across southern Louisiana are 
without power.  

Week of Compassion is in touch 
with partners and church leaders in 
the area, and we are prepared to 

respond as needs emerge. Our prayers are with first responders who are working 
around the clock to help those in need right now.  

We are also working with Disciples churches in western Louisiana and southeast 
Texas that have been affected by past hurricanes and are already organizing and 
preparing to serve their neighbors in the days ahead.  

We will share more information as it becomes available, but for now, the best 
way to help is to stay, pray, and give. We invite you to join us in prayer for those in 
affected communities and to give to Week of Compassion, designating gifts for 
“hurricane.” Give on our website or text WoC to 41444.  

News From The General Church 

Disciples Response to Hurricane Ida 

Disciples General Minister/
President Terri Hord Owens, and 
President of the Disciples of Christ 
Historical Society, Dr. Rick Lowery will 
launch the Disciples History Podcast 
with the inaugural episode in the next 
couple of weeks. 

The podcast will be available in both 
audio and video formats and will focus 
on issues in Disciples and broader Stone
-Campbell Movement history. The plan 
is to offer the podcasts on a monthly or 
perhaps more frequent basis as 
interviews are completed. The 
podcasts, about 35-45 minutes on 
average, can be used both for personal 
edification and as a resource for Sunday 
School classes and other church 
discussion groups.  

The topics this Fall and Winter will 
be geared toward the Kirkpatrick 
Academic Conference at Phillips 
Theological Seminary in Tulsa, Okla., 
March 18-19, 2022: “Systemic Racism, 
Antiracism, and ‘Reconciliation’ In Our 
Shared History and Tradition.”  

Podcasts will include conversations 
with scholars and church leaders from 
all three major “streams” of the Stone-
Campbell Movement who will lead the 
conference. The event will be open to 
the public and available for attendance 
both in-person and via live stream.  

The Disciples History Society will 
post registration information about the 
conference on their website and 
Instagram account. They will also 
provide information about how to join 
by live stream.  

Coming Soon:  
Disciples History Podcast 

A memorial service for retired pastor John Park Winkler, who served Kansas 
congregations in Caldwell, Wichita, and Goodland, will begin at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 18, and can be accessed on the Ft. Worth FCC Facebook page. 

In Memorium 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://www.instagram.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.twitter.com/ksdisciples/

