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Farewell Kansas Region 

A dear friend shared the following words with me.  I am 
unclear as to where he found them, or if perhaps he wrote them 
himself. Either way, I think he is on to something important. 
 

It is a comfortable habit of ours to divide up the world,  
to give a name and a category to every aspect of life  

as we seek to make living more understandable  
and within our control.  

Of course, bad things happen  
and good happens every day as well. 

Yet, we shut off all that is bad into the spare room of our lives,  
imagining it is not included in our household,  

fearing bad will interrupt and break into real living. 
 

As I prepare to turn over the keys and walk out of this position I have loved over the 
past 24 years, I keep in mind that this life I live, with both the challenges and the blessings, 
all this is from the hand of God.  Yes, I often generalize and declare “good” and “bad” as 
different events take place, yet ultimately all I am is a servant to God’s call.   

My retirement does not undo anything.  New things are coming to this region and to 
this chair which I have occupied. Those new things are intended to bring some things out of 
the shadows and to revitalize other things, all in an effort for Disciples across the region to 
live into God’s call with faithfulness and vitality.  I hope and pray it will be so! 

As I have recently said, and I will repeat myself, leaving is not easy but it is not with 
regrets.  Serving on the Kansas staff has fulfilled many of my earliest dreams for ministry.  
Those with whom I have shared these days and months and years are for me counted as 
“trusted friends.”  I have enjoyed our efforts and our encounters together.  I have benefitted 
greatly from many experiences and have grown in my understanding of ministry. I have 
been blessed by your many expressions of care and concern for my health.  For all these 
things I thank you, and I give thanks to God. 

I hope we see each other in the days to come.  If not, do not fret, for I trust our 
friendship will span across miles and through time.  God bless you each and every one! 

Date Change: Tawakoni Gala and Auction 
Friday, Nov. 5 & Saturday, Nov. 6 

The annual Tawakoni Gala and Auction 
provides an opportunity for you to 
financially support your regional camp, 
conference and event center.  This year, 
you have two opportunities to participate: 
virtually from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Friday, 
Nov. 5, and in-person at Tawakoni 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 6. 

Proceeds from the Tawakoni Gala and 
Auction support camp operational costs, 
capital projects and summer camp 
scholarships. This year’s capital 
improvement project focus is a new camp 
security gate and monitors. The 2021 
fundraising goal is $25,000.  

 

A message from Regional Minister Steve Martin 
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Regional Staffing Changes and What is Next for Kansas 
At the July 28 Regional Board meeting 

several important issues were addressed 
for the future of regional operations.  
These include naming of the search 
committee for calling a new Regional 
Minister, two new staff positions, and 
selecting a bookkeeping service. 

 

Regional Minister Search Committee 
Nominations were put forth and approved for the Regional 

Minister Search Committee. The search committee is: 
• Stephanie Switzky, Chair, Topeka FCC 
• Greg Barlow, Wichita Hillside CC 
• Ruby Brower, Moderator Elect, Manhattan FCC 
• Danny Ginn, Oxford CC  
• Rodney Hopper, Scott City FCC 
• Avalene James, Wichita North Heights CC 
• Parker Kottman, Atchison FCC 
• Josh Leu, Great Bend FCC 
• Diane Watkins, Parsons FCC 
•  Ex-officio – Laurie Lewis, Moderator 
•  Ex-officio – Ken Marston, Regional Minister 
 

The committee had their initial meeting and were first 
introduced at the Disciples Connect and Equip event August 14 
at Tawakoni. 

 

Regional Youth Coordinator 
To bridge the gap between Steve Martin’s retirement and 

the calling of a new Regional Minster, a temporary Regional 
Youth Coordinator position was created.  This position will 

oversee and coordinate the work 
of the KCYF and regional youth 
events. Travis Smith McKee,  
pastor at Trinity United Christian 
Church, Cheney, was appointed  
to fill the position. 

The job description for this 
resource position was approved  
for an eight-month timeframe: 
August 2021 through March 2022. 

I have been blessed to be a part of a 
group of people, focused on how we 
are doing church. Our group is a 
mixture of regional ministers, pastors, 
and church leaders who also represent 
a wide range of ages.  

Since August of 2020, we have been 
meeting by Zoom monthly and asking 
questions: Who are we? And more 
recently, Why are we? This week, a 
part of the answer to these questions 
came to me: Because we are in 
covenant — an agreement which 
brings about a relationship of 
commitment between God and his 
people. 

Our group went back to some of the 

founding documents as the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) to help us 
understand where we are. 

I’d started looking at the preamble 
as a member of the Tri-Regional 
Partnership exploration group. But as I 
continue to reflect, I had to look at it as 
a part of the Nebraska Region and 
lastly as a member of my local 
congregation, Murray Christian Church. 

I am blessed to walk side by side 
with you on your faith journey, to be in 
covenant with you all. I share my role 
in the Tri-Region exploration group as a 
way to invite you to look at how you fit 
into the puzzle. 

The Preamble, explicitly names 

what weaves us together: baptism, 
faith in a living Christ, and a table of 
gratitude. 

So, I ask: 
1. What role have these aspects played in 

your personal life and as a member of 
your local congregation? 

2. How have you seen these three 
aspects weave your local congregation 
together? 

3. How have you seen these three 
aspects weave your congregation into 
your community? 

As we near a change of seasons and 
heading back to school, I feel it a 
perfect opportunity for all of us to 
think about these questions. 

By Pastor Mike Njus, Murray Christian Church, Commissioned Clergy, Christian Church In Nebraska 

Tri-Regional Partnership Initiative Update 

Rev. Travis Smith McKee (left) and 
his wife Rev. Kassie Smith McKee 
(right) and daughter Lucy. 

 

New Bookkeeping Service 
To address the departure of CCK bookkeeper Kelli Graham, 

the staff reviewed options of hiring a new bookkeeper, using a 
local CPA firm, or using the services of an outside firm, 
Treasury Services, which is housed in the office of the DOC 
General Minister and President. 

The staff recommended the use of Treasury Services, who 
manage the books for 20-plus other regions from their 
Indianapolis offices. The combination of experience with other 
Disciples regions, the full-service portfolio and the affordability 
of the fee, slightly less than current budgeted expense for the 
full-time bookkeeper position, led to a contract with Treasury 
Services effective September 2021. 

This new arrangement necessitates someone on CCK staff 
to provide communications to and receive communications 
from Treasury Services. To that end, a new position of Part-
time Liaison was established, and Kelli Graham has agreed to 
serve in that capacity.  
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News from the Pews 

Wichita’s Faith Christian Church held its final worship 
service on June 27. The service was a wonderful celebration of 
what God has done through this congregation over the past  
42 1/2 years. Members reminisced about wonderful people 
and activities in the past, and looked to the future, 
encouraging all to find new church affiliations. 

In the summer of 1871 
twelve people met in a frame 
farm house south of 
Fredonia to discuss forming a 
church. That was the 
beginning of Fredonia First 
Christian Church.  

 

Fredonia Christian Church  
Celebrates 150 Years 

Cliff and Patsy Gaiser were married 
on August 5, 1961, surrounded by 
family at friends, at First Christian 
Church in Newton.  They met in 1956 
while attending Sunday School at the 
church and started dating soon after.  
They enjoyed attending choir practice 
together on Wednesdays as part of 
their dates.   

Cliff and Patsy Gaiser Celebrate  
60th Wedding Anniversary 

By 1873 they had added some members, obtained a lot 
and built a small church building making it the third church 
built in Fredonia at the time. 

Fast forward 150 years and Sunday, July 18, Fredonia FCC 
celebrated their sesquicentennial anniversary with a crowd of 
around 85 people gathered to share in their blessings. 

As always the Lord provides and there was plenty of food 
and commemorative party favors for all. The Sunday weather 
was beautiful and everyone had a wonderful time. 

They have two sons (Brian and Scott) and four 
grandchildren (Krysta, Kayley, Melissa and Rebecca).   

Cliff was recently honored as Elder Emeritus at First 
Christian Church, Newton.  

Faith Christian Church, Wichita  
Celebrates Final Service 

Topeka’s West Side Christian Church 
Hosts Peace Camp 

and stories. Guest leaders included a muralist, a martial arts 
instructor, and a yoga instructor. The Topeka Center for Peace 
and Justice partnered with WSCC by donating books, t-shirts 
and curriculum materials and ideas, as well as helping to 
advertise the camp. 

“My favorite part of Peace Camp was observing the gentle 
kindness kids shared with each other,” said Pastor Donna 
Gilchrist, “things like handing a child a shoe that had 
accidentally come off, creating an impromptu card as a gesture 
of friendship, or offering comfort to an anxious child on her 
first day at camp.” 

Planning has begun for WSCC Peace Camp 2022 scheduled 

for July 11-15. 

West Side Christian Church 
(WSCC) in Topeka, hosted a 
week-long, half-day Peace Camp 
for children entering grades 1-6 
on July 5-9.  

Twenty-five campers learned 
about empathy, self-control, 
handling bullying, and more 
through games, crafts, art, music 
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Have News to Share?  
Kansas Messenger Article Submissions 

We are glad to receive your news articles and photographs 
for publication. We reserve the right to edit all materials. 
Submit your items online at www.kansasdisciples.org. Article 
submission deadline for the September issue is: 

Monday, August 23 

Camp Highlights 

Tawakoni welcomed 215 
campers back for another great 
season of summer church 
camp.  Campers participated in 
a variety of activities including 
swimming, arts and crafts, 
campfire, worship, and small 
group story time. 

 

The KCYF Mission Week camp worked on the new canteen building by the 
pool and gave the pool benches a fresh coat of paint.  The canteen building was 
dedicated at the Disciples Connect and Equip event in memory of Rev. Kim Rea. 

Pictures, like the ones on this page, can be downloaded for free at 
www.tawakoni.org/photo-pages through December.  Contact the camp office if 
you need the password. 
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Fun, fellowship and the reconnecting of 
Kansas Disciples was experienced by all at 
the 2021 Disciples Connect and Equip 
event.  Thirty-eight churches and 130 
people participated in the in-person event 
at Tawakoni. 

During opening worship, church 
representatives brought stones to build an 

Ebeneezer.  During the closing worship, those same representatives 
were asked to select a stone, not their own, to take home as a 
reminder to pray and lift up fellow Kansas Disciples. 

Regional Minister Steve Martin was honored for his 24 years of 
regional ministry through the reading of camper memories, a tree 
planting dedication, and a farewell blessing. 

General Minister and President Terri Hord Owens offered the 
keynote message “How Big is Your God?” during closing worship 
and challenged us to imagine God’s limitless love. 

At the event, two additional informal dedications were held 
honoring recent memorial gifts. A memorial bench was provided by 
the family and friends of Bob Alderson, an avid fan of the camp 
program. The bench is engraved with, “In Memory of BOB 
ALDERSON.”  

#DCE Highlights 

The second dedication 
was at the new canteen near 
the swimming pool. The 
family and friends of the Rev. 
Kim Rea provided funds to 
build the new canteen. The 
camp is grateful for those 
who remember loved ones in 
this manner. 

Recordings of the event 
will be uploaded to the 
regional website in the 
coming weeks. 
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News From Your Region 

Join KDW for midweek, 
October 6-8, or the weekend, 
October 8-10, Disciples Women 
Fall Retreat at Tawakoni.   

The retreat begins with 
registration at 4 p.m. followed by 
evening worship beginning at  

Registration Open for 
2021 Disciples Women  

Fall Retreats 
The Kansas Disciples 

Men Fall Retreat will be 
Sept. 24-25, at Disciples 
Center at Tawakoni.  

It all starts on Friday 
at 6 p.m. with a delicious 
meal followed by a time 

Registration Open for KDM Fall Retreat 

6:45 p.m. Enjoy self-guided and self-discovery workshops and 
activities throughout the second day of retreat. The retreat 
ends prior to noon on the last day with closing worship.  

Come study with our keynote speaker Rev. Dr. Beth Rupe, 
the Interim Minister of CCIW Women’s Ministries, as she leads 
us to answer the question, “Who Needs a Bridge?”  

Order your 2021 KDW Fall Retreat T-shirt when you register 
and pick up your shirt at the retreat. Cost is $15 each. Net 
proceeds go to Women in Kenya Ministries. 

More information on workshops and activities can be found 
on our website, www.kansasdisciples.org, on the Disciples 
Women ministry page.  

The cost for the full retreat, three days-two nights lodging 
and five meals, is $85 ($100 after Sept. 15) or $50 ($60 after 
Sept. 15) for a partial retreat, no lodging and two meals. Child 
registration available for weekend retreat only.  Child 
registration is $35. Register online at www.kansasdisciples.org 
or through your Engage account.  

 

We can’t wait to be together in  
worship, fellowship and prayer! 

of worship, welcome, and community building. We end the 
retreat on Saturday evening with a Steak and/or Chicken Fry 
at 5 p.m., and closing worship and communion at 6 p.m.  

Keynote speaker will be Rev. Dr. Alex Ruth, the Associate 
Director of Disciples Men, and the Pastor at Marshfield 
Christian Church, in Marshfield, Mo. He will focus on 
friendship as a model for growing as men of faith.  

The Disciples Men Cabinet is closely monitoring the health 
and safety guidelines by county, state, and national health 
officials. All adults attending, vaccinated or unvaccinated, 
should wear masks for any indoor activities. All food items 
will be individually packaged and handled by the fewest 
possible people. Mask and sanitizer stations will be set up in 
key locations.  

You can register online at www.kansasdisciples.org or 
through your ENGAGE account. Paper registration forms are 
available through any regional office. The cost for the retreat 
is, $70 per person and $65 per person if you register as a 
group of five or more from the same church. Registration 
deadline is Friday, Sept 3. 

. 

Be among the first 10 registrations  
from men 50 years or younger  

and have your registration fee refunded! 

The regional Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation team will host a training 
seminar, “Church & Systemic Racism,” September 30 through October 2 at 
Tawakoni. 

Explore the origins of systemic racism, its impact on our culture, 
religion, and our institutions, and our responses to racism in the church.  

The cost is $35 for a the full retreat (overnight lodging, program, and 
meals) or $25 for a partial retreat (program and meals).  Register online at 
www.kansasdisciples.org or through your ENGAGE account. 

This training fulfills clergy anti-racism training requirements for Kansas 
standing.  Contact the Central/High Plains Office, 620-792-6490, for 
details. 

Church & Systemic Racism: Where it Started, Its Impact, and Our Response 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
https://www.instagram.com/ksdisciples/
https://www.twitter.com/ksdisciples/
http://www.kansasdisciples.org


www.kansasdisciples.org Vol. 125, Ed. 8: August 2021 

Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 

Page 7 

KCYF is led by the KCYF Cabinet that serves the youth of the 
region by planning and preparing for events throughout the year. It 
also serves as a training tool to equip youth leaders and build servant
-leadership skills. It consists of two youth representatives from each 
district, two at-large youth representatives, and two-to-four adult 
youth sponsors.  

Applications are currently being accepted to serve on the KCYF 
Cabinet through August 30. Submit your application at 
www.kansasdisciples.org/kcyf-cabinet.  Applications must be 
timestamped or postmarked by August 30. 

Registration is Open,  
Auction Donations 

gathered 
 

The Disciples Center at Tawakoni 
Annual Gala and Auction  

is coming soon! 

News From Your Region 

KCYF Cabinet Applications Deadline 
Extended through August 30 

The Kansas Christian Youth 
Fellowship is the youth ministry 
of the Christian Church in Kansas 
that provides leadership 
development among high school 
youth and opportunities for high 
school youth to experience the 
transforming power of Christ in a 
community beyond their local 
congregations.  

Registration is open and auction donations are being 
accepted for the 2021 Tawakoni Gala and Auction virtually on 
Friday, Nov. 5 and in-person on Saturday, Nov. 6 at Tawakoni. 

This year’s capital improvement project focus is a new 
camp security gate system. 

 

Donations 
The Gala Planning Team is seeking auction donations such 

as gift cards or gift certificates for goods or services, 
individually wrapped and sealed baked goods, handcrafted 
items, sports team memorabilia and/or tickets, and themed 
gift baskets or prize packs.  

All donations along with donation forms, available for 
download on our website, are due at the drop-off location by 
4 p.m. on Friday, October 22.  Call ahead for hours. 

Drop-off auction items at: 
• Topeka Regional Office, 2914 SW MacVicar Ave 
• Central/High Plains Office, 5230 Broadway Ave 
• Disciples Center at Tawakoni, 8492 SW Tawakoni Rd. 

 

Tickets 
You choose how you want to participate — in-person, 

virtually, or both. Virtual participants will receive an email 
with bidder ID, a temporary password, and instructions one 
week prior to the event.  In-person participants will need to 
check-in at the registration table to receive a bid number. 

Virtual bidder tickets are $5 each; individual in-person 
dinner and auction tickets are $45 each; or purchase a table 
for eight for $300. If game time schedules match up, watch 
the KSU Wildcats and KU Jayhawks and enjoy tailgate snacks 
with a Football Watch Party (tickets $15 each). 

Ministry Transitions 

Roslyn Harrison ended her ministry at Liberal FCC on July 31. 
 
Doug Amend has been selected by Belmont Boulevard CC 
Salina to serve as interim minister beginning August 1.  He is 
the former pastor at FCC Goodland.  
 
On August 1, Pat Nixon ended his ministry at Pittsburg FCC and 
retired from active ministry.  Pittsburg FCC called Dustin 
Morris after he concluded his ministry at Clearwater FCC.   
 
Clearwater FCC has called Jim Zier as interim pastor. 
 
Manhattan FCC called Bill McConnell as interim pastor.  He 
began August 8. 

In Memorium 

Carolyn Hollingsworth, Wichita, died July 30. She is survived by 
husband, Jim, retired clergy. 

Herschel Dugan died August 8 in Olathe. He had served Kansas 
churches, FCC Coffeyville and FCC Herington. 
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