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Join us for Virtual Camp 2020
The Outdoor Ministries team was saddened to cancel
the 2020 church camp season due to the COVID-19
pandemic. Over the last several weeks the team has
worked hard to create a virtual camp experience in its place.
K-5 One Day Virtual Camp - The Lord's Prayer
Kindergarten through 5th grade campers are invited
to a one-day virtual camp from 10:30 a.m. to Noon on
Wednesday, July 15. Using Zoom Video Conferencing listen
to a bible story, sing together, and learn the Lord's Prayer in
sign language. Login information will be sent once
registration is received.

Director: Belinda Amend

Chaplain: Doug Amend

6-12 Three Day Virtual Camp - This is Our Prayer
Campers 6th grade through 12th grade are invited to a three-day virtual camp
experience from 9-10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, July 15, through Friday, July 17. Each session
will include a time to chat, a keynote, age-level small groups and it will end with an
introduction to specific prayer practice to try after the session. All camp materials and links
will be posted to Google Classroom for easy access. Once you register, you will receive more
information about the online platform we are using and other connectivity instructions.

Disciples Center at Tawakoni
Sid Rutland, Camp Manager
8492 SW Tawakoni Rd.
Augusta 67010-8111
316-775-1222

Fellowship Groups

Director: Stephanie Switzky

Chaplains: Travis Smith McKee and Greg Rea

Virtual camp is free to attend with an optional camp t-shirt available for $10. Register
online at www.kansasdisciples.org or contact your church or regional offices for a paper
registration form.

Carla Pearson, Disciples Women
TBA, Disciples Men
TBA, New Church Ministry

Messenger Article
Submissions
We are glad to receive your
news articles and photographs
for publication. We reserve the
right to edit all materials.
Submit your items at https://
kansasdisciples.org/kansasmessenger-submissions/. Article
submission deadline for the
Aug. issue is Monday, July 27.

Virtual Campfire for EVERYONE
EVERYONE is invited to a nightly virtual campfire Wednesday, July 15, Thursday, July
16, and Friday, July 17. Campers, counselors, church members, CCK leadership, and friends
of the region, are all invited to participate in songs, scripture, stories, and reflections all
recorded by our high school seniors at the Tawakoni campfire.
The recorded video will be premiered on the Christian Church in Kansas's Facebook
page: https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/ at 8 p.m. each night for you to
enjoy from the comfort of your home. Simply log in to Facebook and enjoy. While you are
there, be sure to like our page to receive notifications about all regional events, news and
ministries.
Help us spread the word! Invite your friends from Kansas and beyond, because we
hope that this will be a spirit filled experience that will help us feel God's presence through a
camp moment this summer.

Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

www.kansasdisciples.org
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2020 DCE Regional Assembly canceled
Due to the persistence of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020
Regional Assembly at Tawakoni, originally scheduled for
August 8, has been canceled.
There are several regional business issues that still must be
voted on by the region, so the region has developed an
alternative to the typical Regional Assembly voice vote with a
mail-in voting method. To properly “Connect and Equip”
Kansas Disciples to vote, each church in the region will certify
voting delegates, distribute information and ballots to those
delegates, and send their votes to the Christian Church in
Kansas (CCK) office in Topeka for tabulation.
All churches will receive a voting packet via US mail and/or
by email, and will be able to name at least three voting
delegates (bigger churches based on membership and average
worship attendance receive additional votes per the format
outlined in the packet).
Certified delegates will be voting on items including
approval of a slate of regional officers, 2021 General Assembly
voting representatives, a revised Regional Policy on
Misconduct, and the “Time and Place” recommendation for

Developing S.M.A.R.T. Goals
By Jessica Marston,
CCK Communications Specialist
Developing church goals is a great way to move
your church forward and ensure you are meeting
your mission and vision. Goals are intended to focus
attention and resources on what is most important
so that you can be successful in achieving your
priorities.
Crafting S.M.A.R.T. Communication Goals are
designed to help you identify if what you want to
achieve is realistic and determine a deadline.
S.M.A.R.T. stands for specific, measurable,
attainable, relevant, and time based. When writing a
S.M.A.R.T. goal, you work through each of those
terms to build a goal that shares exactly what needs
to be accomplished, when it needs to be
accomplished by, and how you’ll know when you’re
successful.
Setting goals this way eliminates generalities and
guesswork, sets a clear finish line, and makes it that
much easier to track progress and identify missed
targets. When writing S.M.A.R.T. Goals, use concise
language but include relevant information .
Read more about S.M.A.R.T. Goals on our
website: www.kansasdisciples.org/smart-goals.

the 2022 Regional
Assembly.
To help educate
voters, there will be
two opportunities to
join information/
discussion Zoom
meetings: Tuesday,
July 14, or Thursday,
July 23. Both calls will
be scheduled for 7
p.m. CDT. Computer
log-in and phone dial-in information is available in each
church’s information packet.
Zoom discussion meetings will be recorded and made
available upon request for those who cannot attend live or are
unable to use Zoom.
Votes must be submitted to the CCK office in Topeka by end
-of-business, August 6. Results will be available in the August
Kansas Messenger and on www.kansasdisciples.org.

SEEKING
Disciples Men Coordinator
Wanted: A man of mature faith, who has a
passion to help men connect and grow in
their relationship with God. Kansas Disciples
Men is looking for a man who believes that
men’s ministry in Kansas has an important
role in the health and strength of Kansas
churches.
The successful candidate must be a team player; have
organizational, planning, financial, and computer skills. They
must also be willing to do some travel and work some
evenings and weekends. This is a part-time (approximately 10
hours per week) paid position.

In Memoriam:
Michael Haggard, pastor at Erie First Christian Church, died
June 13. He was diagnosed with a brain tumor in March.
Patti Slider died June 30. She had both multiple myeloma
and COVID-19. Patti served a Presbyterian church and was at
one time an associate minister on the FCC Topeka staff.
Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

www.kansasdisciples.org
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Canceled:
2020 Kansas Disciples Men’s Fall Retreat
Due to the ongoing concerns with the COVID-19 virus and
recent increase in the spread of the virus, this year’s Men’s
Retreat has been canceled. This is the first time we have had
to cancel this event for men in the region. However, Jesus’
call to love one another as he has loved us tells us that we are
called to put the needs of others ahead of our own desires.
In this case, since the vast majority of men who attend this
event would fall into at-risk groups of age or other preexisting health risks, it was felt that trying to hold this event
would be irresponsible and uncaring toward our brothers in
Christ.
On the positive side of this decision, we have been in
touch with Dr. Alex Ruth the Assistant Director of the General
Conference of Disciples Men. He was slated to keynote this
year’s retreat and he has graciously agreed to come be with
us in 2021.
So, men, mark your calendar now for September 24-25,
2021 to gather at the Disciples Center at Tawakoni for the
return of our retreat.

Tawakoni Gala planned for November
The annual Tawakoni fund raising gala and auction is still
planned for this November. Auction items are being received
at any CCK regional office, and this years gala will have
several new twists.
Details on the format and timing are still in process, but
we hope you’ll plan to join us for this special event. Watch for
more details coming soon.
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KCYF Cabinet
Applications Due
August 1
The Kansas Region has always
been blessed with many strong
leaders. This is true in the youth
ministries of both local churches
and our regional youth program.
The opportunity for youth to apply for KCYF Cabinet
happens each summer. Youth who have completed grades 911 in the spring are invited to consider this opportunity. The
Cabinet meets either in August or early September when they
plan for the upcoming year. It is best when we can see youth
who represent a variety of congregations.
The Cabinet designs a t-shirt, spends time in group building,
and they work to define and make initial decisions regarding
the Spring Retreat. The goal is to give these young leaders
opportunities to lead throughout the year.
Conita Burden (Wellington) has served as an adult sponsor
in the past years. Joe and Sharon Bullock (Atchison) have
served as sponsors for several years. In fact, we may have lost
track of when they began their service!
A description and application accompany this issue of the
Kansas Messenger for your convenience.
For questions, contact Steve Martin at
smartin@kansasdisciples.org or call 1-800-737-8130.
This summer marks the 40th year
Kim Rogers, Eureka Christian and
Congregational Church, has been our
camp cook. Help us shower her with
thanks by sending a card. Cards maybe
sent to The Disciples Center at
Tawakoni, 8492 SW Tawakoni Rd,
Augusta 67010.
“I want to thank everyone for the cards so far,” Rogers
said. “It means so much to me.”

Dining with Disciples Cookbook Available Now for Delivery
The new Kansas Disciples Women
cookbook, Dining with Disciples, is ready for
distribution beginning this month. Cost is $17
each and all net proceeds go to the Jones
Lodge construction fund.
The cookbook is filled with over 640 recipes
from Disciples in the Kansas Region and
beyond. You will enjoy reading the history of
the Disciples Center and seeing some photos
from around the camp.

The cookbook makes a great gift, so order
several copies while they are available.
If you, your church, or your DW fellowship
is interested in obtaining copies, please
contact Carla Pearson at
carla.pearson58@gmail.com or by phone at
620-755-4640. Books will be distributed
statewide during July.
Don’t wait! Get your order in quickly.
Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

www.kansasdisciples.org
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Disciples Women’s Fall Virtual Retreat
The cancellation of the 2020
Retreat was a disappointment.
Following the decision to cancel, the
DW Cabinet immediately went to
work brainstorming events to keep
women connected.
The result of Cabinet’s thinking is a 2020 Online Retreat
scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 3 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. There is no
cost to take part in the retreat, but registration is

recommended for planning purposes. The theme will be on
spiritual disciplines presented by clergywomen from across our
region and beyond.
You can log on for as long as you like, or come and go to
whatever sessions interest you. Please save the date, Saturday,
Oct. 3, for this online experience.
More information, including the schedule for the day, will
follow in the August Newsbytes, Kansas Messenger, and other
forms of correspondence.

A Ministry of Kansas
Disciples Women

Join us Monday evenings beginning at 8:30 p.m. CDT on Zoom
for the Regional Prayer Circle hosted by Regional Minister Ken
Marston. Login information can be found on the regional
Facebook page or by contacting any regional office.

Disciples Women —
Join us for Cupcake Chatter at 7:30 p.m. on Sundays via
Zoom video conference. Please spread the word and invite
your friends. Contact Carla Pearson,
carla.pearson58@gmail.com, for log-in information.

A message from your Anti-Racism Team
The progress of the Anti-racism/Proreconciliation Team, approved by the Regional
Board in April 2019, was disrupted by COVID19, and then propelled by the killing of George
Floyd by Minneapolis, police officers.
We stand in solidarity with millions of
people in the United States and from around
the world who are in a state of grief and anger
over his death and the unjustified deaths,
current and historical, of a long list of people
of color at the hands of police and other white
people in our nation.
We want ministers, members, and
congregations of the Christian Church in
Kansas to know that we are committed to
encouraging calls for justice, mercy, and we
are determined to find a better way into the
hearts of Kansas Disciples.

We are moving as quickly as possible to get
training for our team to provide an excellent
Anti-racism/Pro-reconciliation staff and deliver
resources to you.
Currently, we invite your prayers for the
oppressed and for the progress of love in all
our communities. We invite you to visit the
following websites to know that you are not
alone and that the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) is offering a voice for change in
many regions.

Team Members are:
June Stoker, co-chair
Kent Dorsey, co-chair
Roger Clark
David Dubovich
Renee Goodwin
Cody Graves
Titus James
Luis Mendez
Olivia See
Christian Watkins
Ken Marston, Regional Minister

https://disciples.org/congregations/weneed-to-be-the-church-we-say-we-are/
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/
about/
Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

www.kansasdisciples.org
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More camp memories will be shared in the
August Issue of the Kansas Messenger.

My first time at Camp Tawakoni was when I was in 10th grade. I was nervous just because I only
knew the people from my church. I was pleasantly surprised at how nice everyone was and how
accepting they were. It became a safe space to share our struggles and possibly relate to someone. I am sad to have only been able to go to camp for two summers but I am so grateful to have
had the opportunity to camp at Camp Tawakoni.
Elizabeth Chapman
Manhattan, First Christian Church

Steve Hart
Woodridge CC, Wichita
CCK Communications Director

Growing up, I was a hit-or-miss summer camper with Boy Scouts, summer
baseball and family vacations interfering with my camping experience. I did make a
couple of camps, and several weekend retreats gave me a taste of the Christian Hills
camping experience. Now, many of my 50-year old memories have faded or have co
-mingled with stories that my brothers and sister have told – creek wading, ghostly
reflections off the nearby silo, as well as the nightly sneaks out of the cabins (almost
always thwarted by alert counselors).
Six-years ago I went back to camp in the Grand Camp program at Tawakoni. My
grandsons and I weathered a scorching hot camp, but the highlight was the campculminating campfire. There was a devotional, singing and skits, but the crowning
event was a group participation demonstration of rhythmically slapping hands and
thighs to simulate an approaching rain shower. The counselors did a great job of
guiding us to build the “rainstorm” from a pitter-patter to a torrential downpour and
then a gentle drifting away. It brought smiles from young campers that money can’t
buy. It was a beautiful way to end God’s camp in His great outdoors, and a lasting
memory for me and my grandsons.

One of my favorite memories from this camp would be the campfires. Every single campfire I
felt like I got closer and closer to God and I felt like I got closer to the people around me as well.
The friends I gained from this camp are the most amazing people and I could never imagine my
life without them! And the counselors have the biggest hearts!
Sierra Dills
Clearwater First Christian Church

Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

www.kansasdisciples.org
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Congratulations Graduates!
We missed a few graduates in the June issue of the Kansas Messenger. Congratulations to all 2020 graduates on their
achievements. We wish you luck on your future plans.

Hayleigh Raene Behrens,
McPherson First Christian
Church, graduates from
McPherson High School. She
plans to be a stay-at-home
mom. Her greatest
accomplishment is her son, Weston who was
born November 1, 2019.
Jaden Boden, United Church
of Kensington, plans to attend
Barton Community College on
a volleyball scholarship with an
interest in Graphic Design.

Elizabeth Chapman,
Manhattan First Christian
Church, graduates from
Manhattan High School. She
plans to attend Kansas State
University with an interest in
Political Science and French.
Jonah Douglas Clarke,
McPherson First Christian
Church, graduates from
McPherson High School. He
plans to attend Fort Hays State
University with an interest in
speech pathology and
wrestling.
Isaac Gaddis , United Church
of Kensington, has completed
his General Studies and
earned a Certificate in
Renewable Energy from
Cloud County Community
College. He is currently employed by Orscheln
Farm and Home in Smith Center.
Adelaide Marie Harrold,
Shelton Memorial Christian
Church, Ulysses, graduates
from Ulysses High School. She
plans to attend Colby
Community College.

Maggie Nech, United Church
of Kensington, plans to attend
Fort Hays State University
with an interest in Education.

Hallie AJ Hart, First Christian
Church, Girard, graduates
from Girard High School.
She plans to attend Butler
County Community College
for two years and then
transfer to Emporia State
University with interests in Theatrical Arts,
Education and English.
Amber Kelly, Atchison First
Christian Church, graduates
from Kansas State
University.

Riley Keith Koehn,
McPherson First Christian
Church, graduates from
McPherson High School. He
plans to attend Johnson
County Community College
then transfer to Kansas University to study with
an interest in Psychology.
Jami LeClear, Emporia First Christian Church,
Graduates from Flint Hills Technical College
with a Licensed Practical Nursing degree.
Emily Lowe, United Church
of Kensington, graduated in
December 2019 from
Kansas State University with a Bachelor of
Science in Human Development and Family
Sciences. She plans to start online classes in
June through Wichita State University to get
her Masters in Special Education. In August, she
will begin employment with Northwest Kansas
Service Center and they will assign her to a
school to be a Special Education teacher.

Riley Gavin Shelton,
McPherson First Christian
Church, graduates from
McPherson High School. He
plans to attend Kansas State
University with an interest in
Electrical Engineering and Air
Force ROTC.
Brendan Stejskal, Shelton
Memorial Christian Church,
Ulysses, graduates from
Ulysses High School. He plans
to attend Pittsburg State
University with an interest in
Diesel Technology
Keaten Ronald Stockham,
McPherson First Christian
Church, graduates from
McPherson High School. He
plans to attend Bethany
College with an interest in
Football.
Zachary Justice Wash,
McPherson First Christian
Church, graduates from
McPherson High School. He
plans to attend the University
of Kansas with an interest in
Political Science
Frankie Turner, Emporia First Christian Church,
graduates from Emporia High School.

Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

