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A Feast of Friends 

and menus. But eventually, it has settled at a permanent site, Ottawa First Christian Church, 
under the name of “Friday Friendship Feast” (FFF).  

How did they come up with the name you might ask? Because they serve their friends at 
this meal, it is on Friday and it truly is a feast for the soul. The food they offer is really 
secondary to the message of compassion, hope and respect. Everyone in the church, in 
some way, has been a part of this mission whether with money, time, baking or cooking 
skills or food items. The joint effort is something that speaks of how the church is supposed 
to function and this mission has acted as a catalyst to help join the community together.  

There have been many different faces, yet so many of the same ones that come time 
after time. There's the woman that just arrived in town after being displaced, and didn't 
know where her next meal would come -- until she saw the FFF signs.  

Then there is the story of Ron. Ron stopped going to church in 1969 because no 
ministers in the town where he lived would do his dad’s funeral. He moved back to Ottawa 
in 2002. He started attending the FFF in the winter of 2013 with other neighbors from his 
apartment building. He started a conversation with Debbie who was helping to serve the 
meal. Ron talked to two other church members that March, about the church and they 
invited him to church.  

After talking to pastor Craig Robertson about his situation with his father and how he 
was angry at the church, Robertson again invited him to see if FCC could help him feel God’s 
love and grace. After joining the church in 2013 and accepting the call to be an Elder in 2015, 
he is a volunteer for the FFF serving team. It is because of the outreach ministry of the FFF 
that Ron came back to church and is growing his faith and relationship with God.  

There is a different story for every person that comes through the door. Many of the 
folks who come are on a fixed income or disability and their food dollars have run out by the 
time they arrive on the third Friday. And there are those who come for the companionship. 

Now, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, there have been some changes. It was 
decided to continue serving food for those in need, but only at the front doors. With no 
indoor dining at this time, the meals are prepared, packaged and handed out to those who 
drive up to the entry way. Only two to three individuals prepare and serve, but there are still 
people contacting the staff to advise that they would like to help when able. The folks at FCC 
are happy to be able to continue this vital mission. 

 

Over the years in Ottawa, a Friday 
dinner has been served for any in the 
community. It has not only changed 
locations, but it has also changed names 

Messenger Article 
Submissions 

We are glad to receive your news articles and photographs for publication. We reserve 
the right to edit all materials. Submit your items at https://kansasdisciples.org/kansas-
messenger-submissions/. Article submission deadline for the July issue is Monday, June 22. 
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It’s Time To Say, ‘Enough is Enough’ 
from your Regional Ministers & Anti-Racism Team 

In the past two weeks, the ugly head of racist acts has once 
again shown itself as men of African descent have lost their 
lives. The first simply because he was out jogging and it was 
assumed that he was a thief. The second by a law 
enforcement officer who used excessive force detaining a 
man on a report of forgery while three others stood by. Even 
when he complained he could not breathe the officer 
continued with his knee on the man’s neck for more than five 
minutes. By the time EMS arrived, the man was dead. 

For far too long we have heard these stories on the 
evening news and have either excused the behavior of law 
enforcement or have shook our heads in sadness and not 
spoken out when we needed to, or as loudly as we should.  

In the Bible we are told, when we are confronted with evil, 
we are not to remain silent. Silence in the face of evil acts 
makes us complicit to the act and for this we must repent.  

 

Today, this timidity stops.  
It is time we all stand up and say loudly  

“ENOUGH is ENOUGH!” 
 

As Bill Spangler-Dunning, Regional Minister of the Christian 
Church in Virginia, recently wrote, “racism in all its forms is 
evil and must be eradicated from this earth, if we, as 
members of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) are to 
ever truly be a movement for wholeness in a FRAGMENTED 
WORLD!”  

 

And like our 
colleague Bill, we 
are “not OK with 
watching [our] 
black and brown 
Regional Minister 
friends who have 
to cry and suffer every time yet another person of color is 
killed and the world remains silent as if it does not matter.”  

Or for that matter, these same colleagues should not have 
to fear for their own lives every time they leave their homes 
to travel out to a congregation to help them find a new 
pastor, preach in a service of worship, sit with a minister who 
has a loved one in a hospital, and many other acts of ministry 
they do every day. 

Steve and I, along with the Regional Anti-Racism team 
implore you to add your voice to ours and join us in learning 
about and working to get rid of inequity in all aspects of our 
common life. 

 
In Christ, 
Ken Marston and Steve Martin, Co-Regional Ministers 
 
Kansas Anti-Racism Team:  
June Stoker, Kent Dorsey, Cody Graves, Luis Mendez,  
Renee Goodwin, Olivia See, Christian Watkins, Roger Clark, 
David Dubovich, Titus James 

Growing out of a conversation that Regional Ministers 
Steve Martin and Ken Marston had with the General Church 
New Ministries Director, Terrell McTyer, the Regional Board 
received and approved a proposal to call a Regional Minister 
of New Church Ministries.  

The Christian Church in Kansas will pay for this by utilizing 
New Church funds. The regional board felt it was time we 
begin utilizing it for this purpose. 

The next step is to recruit a New Church Ministry Advisory 
Team who will :  

 
1. write the job description  
2. act as the search committee for this staff position 
3. help dream and advise about new and innovative ways of 

establishing new church ministries. 
 

New Church Ministry Advisory team 

On June 5, Robert “Bob” 
Alderson, Topeka First Christian 
Church, died after having a 
cerebral stroke in May. He was 
a character from whom many 
have gained from his friendship. 

For nearly 14 years, Bob 
served as Regional Attorney, 
while balancing many other 
involvements in his church, 

Remembering Bob Alderson 

community, and beyond. His family and God were priorities in 
his life. In recent years, he found that counseling youth at 
camp to be very rewarding! 

On Thursday, June 11, from 5-7 p.m. in the parking lot at 
Topeka FCC, 1880 SW Gage, cars will line up to honor his life. A 
digital celebration of Bob’s life will be posted on the Funeral 
Home website later this week. 

We give thanks for Bob’s life and we will miss him dearly. 

Alderson, pictured center left, with 
his family. 
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The Search for a  
Disciples Men Coordinator 

Continues 

In the effort to emphasize Disciples 
Men’s ministry, the region has been 
searching for someone who would serve as 
a part-time Disciples Men’s coordinator. A 
job description has been written.  

Compensation of $6,000 per year has been approved. 
And we have commitments or gifts from men’s groups or 
individuals totaling nearly $3,000.  

So, we are looking for a man who has a passion for 
helping other men connect with God and help men grow in 
their faith. If interested, or if you want to recommend a 
possible candidate, please contact Ken Marston, 620-792-
6490, or Steve Martin, 785-266-2914.  

The Camp Steering Committee regrets the need to cancel 
this year’s camp program due to the COVID-19 pandemic. And 
we are sorry that graduates did not get to have their 
opportunity to share learnings and insights. 

While we know five hours does not replace the experience 
of a week-long camp, we invite you to join us from 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. on Saturday, June 27, at Tawakoni. While plans are still 
tentative, we expect the experience to include: 

 

• Seeing and sharing community with camp friends 
• Opportunity to share Senior Speeches (with option to 

video record) 
• Noon meal 
• Recording parts for virtual camp 
• Making of Senior Bricks 
• Worship and send-off 

 

Check with other campers to make sure every Senior 
knows of the event. Stephanie Switzky and Sid Rutland are 
looking forward to see you! 

An optional 2020 Camp Shirt will be yours for a $10 
donation to the camp. We plan to order only for those who 
place advance orders. Please indicate your preferred size when 
you register. 

 
WE NEED YOU TO REGISTER  

so we can be ready to greet each of you! 
Register online at kansasdisciples.org/event/hs-camp. 

The Spiritual Priority Committee is launching a one-year 
pilot program to enhance dialogue and spiritual growth 
among people in our region. Affinity Groups are made of 
people with common interests in certain topics.  

Each group volunteer facilitator will get training on using 
Zoom, plus some basics on how to work with groups on-line. 
The regional office will keep the list of working Affinity 
Groups in case you want to join one for discussions and 
spiritual growth.  

The pilot program will last for one year at which time, 
revisions could lead to expansion into many other topics 
beyond spiritual formation. Call the regional office, 785-266-
2914, Regional Minister, Ken Marston, 620-792-6490, or 
Pastor Danny Ginn, 620-455-3659, with group ideas or to 
volunteer as a facilitator. 

New Affinity Group Pilot Program 

For years, the Regional 
Scholarship Committee has 
been distributing scholarships 
to Seminary students in 
support of men and women in 
the region who are preparing 
to become ordained ministers 
of the church.  

 

We also have an under utilized account designated for 
scholarships money for those attending a Disciples-related 
College or University.  

We now have an application for these funds. If you are 
interested in applying for these funds, please contact a regional 
office to obtain an application. A digital application though our 
website coming soon. A listing of Disciples-related colleges and 
universities can be obtained through the General Church 
website, www.disciples.org. 

Regional Scholarship Money Available for Undergraduates 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchInKansas/
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Camp has been such an important part of my life and it really saddens me to not be able 
to go my final year as a camper. I really can't think of one moment specifically that would be 
my favorite. Church camp for me was an entire experience that almost can't be put into 
words. I wrote this poem for my English Composition class and I'm proud to say was even 
put into my town's newspaper. I wrote it trying my best to illustrate the feeling church camp 
gave me and hopefully to everyone else. 

Eternal Peace 
 
Imagine a place… 
A safe haven 
Where the sounds of nature don’t put you to sleep 
But still make you feel at peace 
While still keeping your mind active 
Keeping your ears searching for a voice 
 
What you’re searching for 
You don’t really know 
You didn’t realize you were searching for anything 
But you will find it 
Each moment of silence is a step closer 
To finding your eternal peace 
 
Imagine a place where  
Nobody sees the bad 
Only the good 
A place where you feel solitude 
But never feel alone 
Surrounded by the ones you love 
 
A place where you get to see old friends 
For once a year 
At the very same place you met 
Where your relationships grew 
Where you became family 
 
Imagine a place where 
There’s no expectations 
No grudges to be held 
No one to impress 
No one to disappoint 
 
 

A place where 
When you think you’re too old to have innocent fun 
Shows you that there is plenty of that to be had 
A place that breathes childhood 
Back into your life 
And it feels as if it never went away 
 
Imagine a place where 
It never changes after each passing year 
Where it looks the same way as you left it 
A place that has the same people coming in each year 
Making new friends along the way 
 
A place that is the closest thing to heaven 
But is only a few hours away 
A place that holds my dearest memories 
A place that reunites me with my family 
Every single year 
 
The place I look forward to 
Return from a yearlong break 
Is called Camp Tawakoni 
The place where I found my 
Eternal peace 

By: Russ Wells 
Ulysses Shelton Memorial Christian Church My Camp Memories 

More camp memories will be shared in the  

July and August Issues of the Kansas Messenger. 
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Congratulations to all 2020 graduates on their achievements. We wish you luck on your future plans. 
Below is a listing of 2020 high school, college, trade school, and seminary graduates submitted for publication. 

Congratulations Graduates! 

Jillian Vogel, Chanute First Christian Church, 
graduates from Chanute High School. 

High School Graduates 

Sadie Baird, Clearwater First Christian Church, 
graduates from Clearwater High School. 

Avery Bass, Columbus First Christian Church, 
graduates from Columbus Unified High School. 
He plans to attend Labette Community College 
before transferring to Pittsburg State University 
with an interest in medicine. 

Trenton S. Brutchin, Girard 
First Christian Church, 
graduates from Girard High 
School. He plans to attend 
Wichita State University. 

 

Krista Rose Carlson, Salina 
First Christian Church, 
graduates from Bennington 
High School. She plans to 
attend Washburn University 
with an interest in marketing. 

Sage Cauley, Great Bend 
First Christian Church, 
graduates from Great Bend 
High School. He plans to 
attend Barton Community 
College before transferring to 
Wichita State University with 
an interest in engineering. 

David Combs, Columbus First Christian Church, 
graduates from Columbus Unified High School. He 
plans to attend Labette Community College. 

Trent Coon, Goodland First 
Christian Church, graduates 
from Goodland High School. 

MiKayla Cooper, Hillside 
Christian Church, Wichita, 
graduates from Andover  
Central High School and Butler 
Community College. She plans 
to attend Wichita State 
University with an interest in 
psychology. 

Tucker Coots, Chanute First Christian Church, 
graduates from Cotter High School in Arkansas. 

Delaney Clark, Hillside 
Christian Church, Wichita, 
graduates from Andover 
Central High School. She 
plans to attend Wichita 
State University. 

Abbiegayle Dame, 
Atchison First Christian 
Church, graduates from 
Atchison High School. She 
plans to attend the Highland 
Community College Technical 
Center with an interest in 
obstetrics. 

Preston Greenwood, Chanute First 
Christian Church, graduates from Derby High 
School.  

Samuel Hodgson, Columbus First Christian 
Church, graduates from Columbus Unified 
High School. He plans to attend Labette 
Community College, before transferring to 
Missouri Southern State University with an 
interest in Criminal Justice.  

Austin Hosier, Columbus First Christian 
Church, graduates from Columbus Unified 
High School. He plans to attend Labette 
Community College. 

Rachael Kelley, Atchison 
First Christian Church, 
graduates from Atchison High 
School. She plans to attend 
college with an interest as a 
Veterinary Technician. 

Alex Lake, West Side 
Christian Church, Topeka, 
graduates from Royal Valley 
High School in Hoyt. He 
plans to join the United 
States Marine Corps. 

Anna Mikkelson, Atchison 
First Christian Church, 
graduates from Atchison High 
School. She plans to attend 
the University of Kansas with 
an interest in Emergency 
Medicine. 

Dakota Ray, Columbus First Christian Church, 
graduates from Columbus Unified High School. 
He will be joining Kenworth for an internship and 
then begin employment there. 

Wyatt Schalk, Columbus First Christian Church, 
graduates from Columbus Unified High School. 
He plans to attend Pittsburg State University. 

Hanah Seals, West Side 
Christian Church, Topeka, 
graduates from Online High 
School in Topeka. She plans to 
attend Washburn Technical 
school with an interest as a 
Emergency Medical Technician 
or a police officer. 

Jonathan Shawver, Hillside 
Christian Church, Wichita, 
graduates from Maize High 
School. He plans to attend 
Hutchinson Community 
College before transferring to 
Oklahoma State University 

Russ Wells, Shelton 
Memorial Christian Church, 
Ulysses, graduates from 
Ulysses High School. He plans 
to attend Fort Hays State 
University with an interest in 
art and writing. 

with an interest in business administration and 
medical administration. 

MaKynzi Stone, Columbus First Christian 
Church, graduates from Columbus Unified High 
School. She plans to attend Pittsburg State 
University with an interest in Family and 
Consumer Science. 
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The Dock pastor, Louis Mendez’s mother, Maria Mendez died 
June 7.  Services are pending 

Belinda Amend, Goodland 
First Christian Church, graduates 
cum laude from Wichita State 
University with her Bachelor’s of 
Arts in Elementary Education. 
She’s worked hard to complete 
a longtime dream, while 
working full time in the 
Goodland school system. 

College & Trade School Graduates 

Amber Kelly, Atchison First Christian Church, 
graduates from Kansas State University. 

Samantha Mitra, Hillside 
Christian Church, Wichita, 
graduates from the 
University of Kansas with a 
Bachelor of Social Welfare 
and Prelaw. She plans to 
attend Columbia University 

for a dual masters in Public Administration 
and Policy and Social Welfare. 

Emily Smith, Goodland First 
Christian Church, graduates 
from Colby Community 
College with an Associates of 
Science degree with Phi Theta 
Kappa honors. She plans to 
continue her education at 

Newman University, Wichita, with an interest in 
Occupational Therapy. She also plans to 
participating in the Cheer and Dance Team.  

 

Renee Goodwin, Girard First Christian Church, graduates from 
Phillips Theological Seminary, Tulsa, with a Masters of Divinity. 

2020 Seminary Graduates 

In Memoriam: In Transition: 

Pastor Rusty Westerfield ends his ministry at Haysville 
First Christian Church March 23. 

Richard Jamison began his ministry in March as youth 
minister at Park Place Christian Church in Hutchinson 

Great Bend First Christian Church, called Lacey Bonine as 
their children’s minister beginning May 1 

Pastor Aerii Smith ends her ministry at Utica and Dighton 
First Christian Churches on May 17.  She has accepted a call to 
serve Cheyenne First Christian Church, WY. 

Leavenworth First Christian Church, has called Katie 
Collins, youth director, and Danielle Euler, children’s director. 

A Ministry of Kansas Disciples Women 
Kansas Disciples Women —  
Are you missing your connection with other KDW? Are you wondering 

how your sisters across the state are doing? Do you have a joy or a concern 
to share? Are you looking for some time together in prayer?  

We're excited to introduce “Cupcake Chatter.” A time for all women to 
come together via a virtual Zoom event just to chat and share.  

Our first Cupcake Chatter will be Sunday, June 14, at 7:30 p.m. Look for 
the login information on the Kansas Disciples Women Facebook Page Friday.  

It's been a long time since we've seen each other's smiling faces. Please 
plan to join us on Sunday evening. We'll enjoy some much-needed sharing 
time and close our time together in prayer.  

We hope to make Cupcake Chatter a recurring event. Please spread the 
word. Contact Carla Pearson, carla.pearson58@gmail.com, with questions.  

Join us Monday evenings beginning at 8:30 on Zoom for the 
Regional Prayer Circle hosted by Regional Ministers Ken 
Marston and Steve Martin.  Login information can be found 
on the regional Facebook page or by contacting any regional 
office. 
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