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New Year, New Look
A week ago we stood by with expectant excitement as
we said goodbye to 2019 and rang in a new year. Over the
last several months several new changes have occurred.
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New Vision, New Logo
In 2019, the regional vision team created a new vision
statement that would propel us into the future. The new
vision statement, Together, We Connect and Equip,
focuses on collaboration not just between local churches and the regional church, but also
between churches, to better connect with each other and equip our church leaders. Based
on that statement, the Disciples Connect and Equip event planning team and regional vision
team revealed the new regional logo.
New vision T-shirts are still available! Contact any regional office about purchasing your
shirt for $15.
New Website, New Social Media
In December, after several months of discussions, collaborations, and redesigning, the
region launched not one but two new websites – kansasdisciples.org and tawakoni.org. The
newly redesigned kansasdisciples.org website focuses on regional ministries and resources
specifically designed to connect churches to other Kansas disciples, regional ministries and
programs, and the ministries of the general church. It also, features resources for church
leaders to better equip them for ministry.
The new tawakoni.org site is dedicated to the ministries and resources of the Disciples
Center at Tawakoni, our regional camp and conference center. Not only can you find
information on upcoming camps and conferences, but also how your family, business,
school or church group can rent space for your next big event.
Stay up to date on all your regional news and programs by following us on Facebook,
Twitter and now Instagram. See attached flyer for details.

Fellowship Groups
Continued on Page 5

Carla Pearson, Disciples Women

Grant deadlines changed
The Kansas Bible Chair (KBC)
offers significant funds to
provide quality education
and spiritual information for
Kansas Disciples. Many events
are subsidized by KBC funds,
allowing KS Disciples to take
part at much lower cost than
would otherwise be possible.
KBC grant requests are

reviewed and recommended for
approval twice yearly. New
submission dates are March 31
and September 30, which allow
for the recommendations to be
considered by the Regional
Executive Committee at the
time of regular Board meetings,
instead of special called
meetings.

Thank you for taking note of
the new dates, and submitting
your requests in a timely
manner. KBC grant guidelines
and online request forms are on
the website at
www.kansasdisciples.org/
grants.

Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
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Thoughts and Musings from your Regional Minister
By Ken Marston
Endings and Beginnings. Two experiences that we all
have throughout our lives. How we navigate these
experiences can determine whether these are good
positive events, or if they are negative events that strain
the relationships in our lives.
A good ending often involves how we say goodbye to
what we are losing in the end. At the death of a loved one,
a funeral service is a ritualized way to say “goodbye.”
Graduation ceremonies help us celebrate our journey and
say goodbye to one part of our lives and embrace the
future we are entering. In the life of the church, saying goodbye to a minister who
has helped to nurture our lives is important.
The giving of gifts and the sharing of memories are important acts of saying
goodbye. Worship liturgies and spoken words recognize and define how the
relationship between minister and congregation is changing helps both ministers
and congregations to let go of what was and embrace what is to come. When we do
this well, saying goodbye helps to heal hurts and instill positive memories.
Good beginnings are just as important. How we welcome a new experience, or a
new minster can either launch us towards life and joy or imprison us in the past.
Welcome gifts, intentional story telling about the congregation, listening your new
pastor’s faith journey, and helping your pastor’s family develop relationships and
find their place in the life of the church are all important welcoming activities.
However, the most important welcoming activity is to resist asking your former
minister to return to officiate at important life transition events like weddings and
funerals. When former pastors are asked to return to officiate at these important
events, it is the equivalent of slapping your current pastor in face while saying to
them that they are not welcomed.
Make no mistake, good farewells and good welcomes can make or break the
future. I pray that we will choose the path of good farewells and good welcomes
that leads to new life.

Camp Schedule now available
Summer church
camps give children
and youth the chance
to encounter God
through nature,
solitude, and Christian
community, and build
leaders for today and
tomorrow. Your 2020 Summer Camp
Schedule is now available! Thirteen
camp sessions for campers of all ages,
sizes, and abilities. This year’s theme is
“This is our prayer.”
All Camps go from 1 p.m. on the first
day of camp to 10 a.m. on the last day,

and are held at Disciples Center at
Tawakoni, near Augusta, unless
otherwise stated.
Registration fees include lodging,
meals and snacks, program expense, onsite nurse, theme T-shirt and water
bottle. No need to bring canteen
money. “Pennies for Mission” camp
offering collected at check-in.
Register before April 30 and SAVE
$45! Camp Scholarships are available.
Contact your regional office for details.
Download your camp schedule at
www.tawakoni.org.

KDM Cabinet Seeks
Disciples Men
Coordinator
With the retirement of Regional
Minister Renee Bridwell, the Regional
Board challenged executive staff to
determine what workload they could
delegate. The Kansas Disciples Men’s
cabinet has developed a Disciples
Men’s Coordinator position that will
mirror what we already have in place
for the Kansas Disciples Women.
The next step in this process is
receiving pledged designated gifts
totaling $3,000 a year from men’s
groups or congregations around the
region to cover half of projected
annual salary for this position.
Specifically, we are looking for a
minimum of 10 to 15 commitments of
$300 a year from across the five
districts.
Currently we have three
commitments from the South-Central
District, two each from Central
District and High Plains District and
one from the Northeast District, for a
total of $2400 in designated giving
toward this position.
In order to start recruiting and
interviewing candidates for this
position, we need at least four more
commitments.
If your men’s group would like to
help make this happen, contact
Regional Minister, Ken Marston 620792-6490 or
kmarston@kansasdisciples.org.

What’s Cooking?
Remember to submit your recipes
for the Jones Lodge cookbook
project to Carla Pearson, 1816 17th
Ave, McPherson, KS 67460 or
carla.pearson58@gmail.com.
Submit your favorite recipes to
share for this special project.

Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
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News from the Region
Bessler Featured at 2020 Clergy Retreat
Rest, Relax, and Renew Clergy Retreat
will be 6 p.m. on Tuesday, April 28,
through mid-morning on Thursday, April
30, at Tawakoni. Dr. Joe Bessler is the
featured visiting theologian for this year’s
retreat.

Bessler is the Robert Travis Peake Professor of Theology at
Phillips Theological Seminary and Interim Chief Academic
Officer and Dean at Phillips Theological Seminary.
A registration fee of $70 covers two nights lodging and
four meals during the retreat. Lunch on Wednesday is on
your own in Andover, Augusta, or Wichita. For those clergy
who live near the camp and do not require lodging, the cost
is $50 to cover the four meals and program costs. Register
and pay online at kansasdisciples.org today.

2020 SpiritFests:
Join Disciples Women Friday, April 17, at Central Christian
in Arkansas City; Sunday, April 19, at Galva Christian Church;
or Saturday, May 2, at Baxter Springs First Christian Church
for the 2020 Disciples Women SpiritFest.
Come worship, study, share, fellowship and do a service
project together with women in your region. Enjoy a light
meal, shop at our book table and learn more about “Serving
Joyfully.” The Bible study will center on Hebrews 8 – the joy
of service, doing God’s will.
Judy Cooper, Galva Christian Church is the 2020 SpiritFest
coordinator. Plan now to attend. Bring a friend, you’ll be glad
you did.

Youth Spring Retreat:
Who we are as Disciples
Spring Retreat for youth will be February 28-March 1, at
the Disciples Center at Tawakoni. The retreat will include
both middle school (Chi Rho) and high school (CYF) youth and
sponsors.
Keynotes will feature Rev. Rob Tulloch,
associate pastor at Hillside Christian Church in
Wichita. He came to Kansas from Idaho and
youth have found him to have a listening ear
and a heart of care. Rob and his wife, Oksana
have 3 dogs.
The program begins at 7 p.m. on Friday and ends at 10:45
a.m. on Sunday. Eat before you arrive! Register before
Wednesday, Feb. 21, to save $15 off the $80 fee.
Register and pay online at kansasdisciples.org today.

Seeking camp Leaders for 2020
The Camp Program Team is
bringing together current and
future camp adults and those
who are curious about camp
March 27-28 at Tawakoni.
Learn how the pieces fit
together and how each person
contributes to the whole camp experience.
The program will begin with supper at 6 p.m. on Friday and
will close by 2 p.m. on Saturday. Bring bedding and spend the
night in one of the cabins.
Rev. Greg Rea will keynote on trust-based leadership. Greg
has done much research regarding challenged youth, and he
brings insightful and helpful information.
Register early and save big! Register by Tuesday, March
10, and pay $25. Beginning March 11, the registration fee is
$45, still a great deal! Register and pay online at
kansasdisciples.org today.

Art of Church Communication
2020 Workshops
One way that your church can become a better steward of
what you have is by aligning church communication and the
church vision. Learn how to communicate better and reach
your church’s mission goals at the 2020 Art of Church
Communication workshops.
These workshops will be Tuesday mornings, 9:30 a.m12:30 p.m., in March at Disciples Center at Tawakoni. Both inperson and video options will be available.
Each workshop will include a discussion on various
strategies and hands-on applications. Workshops are for
anyone (not just church office staff). If you’re interested in
church communication ministry, regardless of skill level, you
are welcome and encouraged to attend.
Cost is $25 per workshop or $100 for all five workshops.
Learning is always more fun with friends! Sign-up with two or
more friends for all five workshops pay $90 each.
Register and pay online at www.kansasdisciples.org.

Regional Assembly
Mark your calendar for the 2020 regional assembly on
Saturday, August 8, at Tawakoni. The planning team is
currently being assembled. More information to come.
Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
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News from the General Church
2020 Disciples Yearbook Reporting
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Year Book and Directory is more than just
numbers. It is, above all, a touchstone for
our covenantal relationships across the
expressions of the Church. General ministry
reports, general assembly resolutions,
regional and congregational information and
more appear in these pages connecting us.
The yearbook is also a document of record. Not only does it
show trends in membership and giving, but it also serves as
the documentation for congregations’ 501(c 3) nonprofit
status with the Internal Revenue Service.
Soon, church offices should receive a postcard with the
congregation’s PIN number. The disciples.org/yearbook web
page will have a link to the online reporting form,
downloadable instructions and other resources to help you
through the reporting process. The deadline for submitting is
March 15.
This year there will be additional questions that may look
unfamiliar. The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is
partnering with Faith Communities Today in their 2020 Census
of religious communities. Please note: the data from these
questions will be shared in aggregate form only to protect
confidentiality.

Ministers’ weeks at Phillips and Brite
Two Phillips Seminary faculty members,
Dr. Ellen Blue and Dr. Richard Ward, will
explore justice in the context of Christianity
during the 2020 Remind & Renew
conference, Jan. 23-24 in Tulsa, Okla.
The Rev. Alexis Carter Thomas will preach and in a special
evening event on Jan. 23, Dr. Charles Kimball will keynote.
Registration is now open. Lodging can be booked at a
discounted rate at the Hampton Inn & Suites, 3418 South 79th
E. Ave in Tulsa.
Ministers’ Week will be Feb. 17-19 in Ft. Worth, Texas at
University Christian Church and on the Texas Christian
University campus. The featured preacher is Rev. Grace
Imathiu, Senior Pastor of First United Methodist Church in
Evanston, Illinois. Dr. Sheryl Sebo is the guest organist for the
recital and hymn sing.
Join students, faculty and staff of Brite Divinity School and
TCU for three days of worship, lectures, workshops and organ
recital and hymn singing.
As this event is a gift from Brite Divinity
School, TCU and University Christian
Church there is no general registration fee;
however, pre-registration is encouraged.

Dr. King Day Worship Celebration
Join the Anti-Racism Team at “Building
Bridges” a Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Worship Celebration beginning at noon on
Monday, Jan. 20, in Wichita at the Hughes
Metropolitan Complex, 5015 E. 29th St. North.
The Special Guest Speaker is Rev. Dr. Cynthia
Hale, founder and Senior Pastor of the Ray of
Hope Christian Church in Decatur, Georgia.
As a woman of vision, Dr. Hale is revered worldwide for her
leadership, integrity, and compassion. Her vision and leadership
led her to establish two ministries. As a recipient of numerous
honors , Dr. Hale was inducted into the African American
Biographies Hall of Fame, the Martin Luther King, Jr. Board of
Preachers of Morehouse College, and the Atlanta Business
League Women’s Hall of Fame.
In Topeka, the 27th Annual “Whose Dream is It?” celebration
is Monday, January 20, at El Shaddi Ministries Church, 920 SE
Sherman Ave. The celebration will begin at 6:30 p.m. with a soup
supper and a 7:30 celebration service followed by refreshments.

When ‘What If’ Becomes ‘What Now’
No matter where you live, the
threat of natural disaster is a real
possibility. One that most of us
don’t want to think about. But
such ‘acts of God’ impact
churches every year. The time for
planning what to do if the worst
happens is now.
According to a 2017 research
study, among 27 South
Mississippi and New Orleans
churches damaged by Hurricane
Katrina, the majority were not prepared for disaster.
In good times or bad, Disciples Church Extension Fund
(DCEF) offers facility-related services through its Building and
Capital Services Advisors, including Building Evaluation,
Building Planning, Architectural Consultation, and Relocation.
And if a fire, hurricane, tornado, or earthquake does hit,
DCEF’s Disaster Response provides immediate facilities
support. This service is designed to assist church leaders in
securing their damaged buildings, navigating insurance and
construction issues, addressing legal concerns, and more at no
cost to the church.
Learn more or call 800.274.1883 to see how DCEF can help.

Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
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News from the Pews
Faith Christian Church hosts
1st Synoptic Roots Podcast & Dinner

New Year, New Look
(Continued from page 1)

The first recording session and dinner for Faith Christian
Church’s Synoptic Roots podcast will be 6 p.m. on Friday,
January 24.
Synoptic Roots is a non-profit project designed to promote
a better understanding of Christ through open and honest
conversations. The intention of the Synoptic Roots Dinners are
create an evening with the atmosphere Jesus and his disciples
and guests may have experienced 2,000 years ago.
Rob Tulloch, associate minister at Hillside Christian Church,
will lead discussion. Tulloch grew up in Boise, Idaho and
attended Red Rock Christian Church. He was saved while on a
trip to Nicaragua that opened his eyes to both the pain of the
people and the glory of God in their faith. While attending
Northwest Christian University in Eugene, Oregon, Tulloch met
his wife Oksana.
The Nicaraguan themed dinner will be shredded chicken
chalupas, re-fried beans and brown rice, fruit, and Tres Leches
cake.
Seating is limited. Reserve your seat at synopticroots.org.

New staff, New regional Look
We also saw the retirement for three regional staff
members: Kathy Foster, Central/High Plains office
administrative assistant, in July, Barb Runge, Kansas Disciples
Women Coordinator, in November, and Regional Minister
Renee Bridwell in December. This led to the addition of Krista
Donaker as the new Central/High Plains office administrative
assistant, and Carla Pearson as the new Kansas Disciples
Women Coordinator.
With the retirement of Regional Minister, Renee Bridwell,
and the decision of the Regional Board to once again
downsize the executive staff, a request was made for
executive staff to determine which parts of their portfolios
needed to be let go. This led first to the development of the
Camp Manager’s position, which has been filled with the
hiring of Sid Rutland. Next, two contract staff positions were
created, a Regional Treasurer, filled by Barb Koelling, and a
Communications Director by Steve Hart.

In Transition:

In Memoriam:

Trinity United Christian Church has called Travis McKee
who began January 1. Before moving to Missouri in 2014
McKee served as camp intern and counselor as well as pastor
of several Kansas Churches.
Augusta First Christian Church, has called Loy Hoskins as
their pastor. Prior to this call, Hoskins served as pastor of First
Christian Church in Marshal, Missouri for about seven years.
He begins January 21.
Sue Bishop, associate pastor at Great Bend First Christian
Church, will end her ministry on January 30.
John Warring, pastor at Columbus First Christian Church,
and his wife Cristine Warring, pastor at Girard First Christian
Church, conclude their ministry at the end of January. They will
begin their call to bi-vocational ministry in New Mexico on
February 1.

Evelyn Watkins, 91, widow of Harold "Hal" Watkins,
Disciples minister and President Emeritus of Disciples Church
Extension Fund, died on December 12.
Art Hanna, 78, died December 13. His call to ministry
began with the National Parks Service and from there, he was
called to ministry at First Christian Church in Alpine, Texas.
Beginning in 1973, he served as president of the Pension Fund
for over 30 years
Richard Bacon died December 15. He was the pastor at
Atwood First Christian Church and Augusta First Christian
Church before moving to Grand Island, Neb.
Former Emporia First Christian Church Pastor, Steve Goad,
died January 6.

Welcome to 2020!

Check us out on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

